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crucl Heart; and yet neverthelefs ceafeth not to caufe it tg
be publifb’d by ¢ertain fmall {landerous Libels. :

X' have (my Loxds) obferv’d, that all this Accufation, or
ill Speech rather, which followeth aftérwards, is divided into
two parts s the one touching that, which was joyn’d with the

coming of the Duke of 4lva, and which follow’d thereupon,

and efpecially concerning that, which after my coming into
Holland and Zeland, was executed by my Government, and my
Lords the Eftates of the faid Countries: The other is that
which hath fallen out, fince that God opened your Eyes, by
the means of the Pride and Qutrages of the Spaniards 3 and
that you publifh’d them, and their Adherents, for Rebeis and
Enemies to the Country, that {o you mught at the laft deliver
this poor Country from this accurfed Race. Wherefore I will
follow the felf-fame Order. And firft, I render Thanks to
God, that even by the very Silence of mine Enemy, you (my
Lords) do know, and I hope that all the World fhall know,

that T was not fo much as {u{petted to have
The Lord Prince applied to mine own profit, fo much as one
was not [0 much #s  only penny of the publck Coin i For tho in
fufpeéted by his  other things, as you have already begun to
Enemies to have f{ee, they have not ftuck at 1t, to fet out
touch’d or taben falfe Accufations, and to charge me with
any of the Cornmon  over-manifeft Slanders. Seeing alfo, that
Treafure. they do not objelt unto me the leaft fufpi-
cion of Covetoufnefs, they duv f{ufficiently.
thereby declare, not only how free I am from that fault, but
alfo, albeit they themfelves be impudent, and in very deed
my deadly Enemies; yet they durft never objett againft me
this fault, wherewith commonly the Governors of Provinces
are either wrongfully or rightly charg’d. But, I thank God, I
have long, time ago learn’d, that he who governeth and
commandeth others, ought above all things to have clean
hands, and even void, if it may be, of all {ufpicion ; whicl
was the Caufe, that even from my Youth I unburdned my felt
of the Charge of the Treafures, which was moft gladly re-
ceiv'd and accepted of others. And albeit (my Lords) that
it was at no hand needful, that I fhould make mention of
thefe things, whiltt 1 fpeak unto you, who know that I n.ver
had the handling of one only penny of the publick Trealurc:
And as concerning this, that it hath pleasd you to appoint
me fo much, as well in refpeét of my Eftate, as in refpect of
the extraordinary Chacges of the War, you know how [ittle
I have receiv'd thereof; and of the means, which yet 1 have,
how I have therewichal maintain’d and upheld fundry great

Chatgos, fiuce that I entred into your Sorvice s which 1 do
not -
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sotwithftanding not impute to the want of your Good-will to« -
wards me, but to the condition of the time whercin we live.
gut fince that by the fecret Confeffion of mine Enemy, I may
pave fuch an advantage ; I mind not to pafs it over under Si<
jence, to the end I might caufe certain fmall Serpents that
are amongft us, to underftand, that they ought to be afham’d
to have {pread abroad, either againft their Confcience, or
elfe thorow a certain extream Folly and Madnefs, that which
the very Enemies, who have conlpir’d againft me and the
Country, have as yet never been fo impudent, as to objett
againft me : perceiving indeed, that in propounding f{ut¢h a
matter, the brightnefs of the Truth would difcover the filthi-
nefs of their Life.

Seeing then, that they place me in fo goodly a Field, as to
declare not what I have done, but what the Eftates of Holland
and Zeland have done by my Aid and Service ; 1 refufe not,
even before you, my Lords, and before all the Men in the
World, to enter into account with them : but alfo, fince that
you are the chiefeft Judges of that which is done in this Coun- |
iry, it is more than reafonable that you fhould regard that
which they have unjuitly perform’d in all the other Provinces,
whilft that my Lords, the Eftates of Holland, Zeland, and 1, did
ftand inftead of Stays and Hinderances unto the Courfe of
thetr Enterprizes and Artempts.

‘Firft chey {ay, That I praétis’d to return into
Holland and Zeland. 1Tho it were fo, what The Caules which
other thing dil I, but that which my Duty mov’d the Lord
‘requit’d 7 And it I did enter upon fo good Prince tocome ir-
2 Foundation, as I have heretofore laid out, #0 Holland.
into the Country with an Army ; why fhould
I have made any ftay, to enter into that, which was of mine
own Government, and whercunto I was more fworn and bound,
and wherein T hold the chiefeft degrees of Honour amongft
the Nobility 2 But fo far oft was T trom attempting fuch mat-
ters, that, on the other fide, I am ready to fhew the Letters
both of the principal Governors of the Towns, and of the
principal Towns themfclves, by the which T was calld, tor
the Deliverance of the Country againft the Tyranny of the
Spaniards, and nanicly of the Duke of A/ve. And as concern-
ing, the Pronules that I made at my entrance thereinto; and
namely, that they tuy that I promis’d the faid Eftates to main-
tain them, 1t the Duke of 4/ve would prels them with the’
tenth and twenticth Penny, fhall never be tound true 5 but this
rather, that I came the fecond time, openly and 1 Arms, 1nto
the Country, that I might deliver it trom that ‘Uyranpy which
then oppref>’d them, not anly in refpett of the tenth l’cntl,ly,'

ne
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but for a thoufand other forts of more than barbarous Cruelty
and efpecially for the great Slaughter that the Duke of 4/u,
then made of the poor Inhabitants of the faid Countries,
And as concerning what they fay, that the Ecclefiaftica)
Romanijts were perfecuted by me, and driven from their Goods,
and another Religion brought in; I need, my Lords, for this
no other detence, but that which you your {elves know there-
of 3 to wit, that the whol: Chang: which enfu’d thereupon,
was rather a work of God, than of Men. You know how of-
ten I have been accus’d, that I did over-coldly fet my falf a.
gainft the Aldverfaries; that I did fuder tham toe much j and
that'I thould bz the cauf: of the Ruin of the Country, becaufe
I was over-flow to chaf: them away, and to root them out.
And, when the Queftion was, to fend fome of them packing,
vou know the Duties that I perform’d, to the end that evefy
one might live in peace, and one of them with another. But
the Eftates, which at the firit thought it fit and proficabls for
the prefervation of the Country, that both the one and the
other Religion fhould be tolerated ; learned afterwards, by
the Infolences, Attempts and Treafons of the Enemics which
were mingled amongft us; that their Eftate was in danger of
an unavoidable Ruin, unlefs they hinder’d the Exercifc of the
Roman Religion: and they perceivd, that thofe that made
profeflion thereof, at leaft the Priefts, had taken an Qath to
the Pope, (as they do in every place where they come) which
they prefer’d before the Qath they had madez to the Country;
anfomuch, that in the Aflembly of the Eftates at Leyden, as
alfo in the League of the Countries of Aol-
The Caufes where-  land and Zeland, this Article was with one con-
fore fome of the fent agreed upon. Neither could the Enemies
Romifh Church be ignorant of thefle things, {eaing that
withdrew them- the Treaty held at Breda, about the Queltion
felves out of  of Religion, (the Enemies there propounds
Holland. ing this in their own behalf, that that change
fell out by the gwiding of certain particular
perfons ) there was fhew’d unto them che confent of all the
Towns under their feveral Scals.
And now, I befeech you, what Bond could there remain
unto me, feeing that they, unto whom I had made a promife,
did not only difcharge me thereot, but they
TheERablifhment themfelves al{o did cut 1t in funder, braker,
of one only Reli- and made it of no force ?  And notwithftand-
gion in Holland ing, I will leave it to the Judgment of the
and ZzYand;and  Wife, whether therein I have done well or
wherefore it was  ill. This only I fay, that when fuch things

Jo dane. were propounded, 1 defir’d them, that thﬁ
wouls
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would not proceed fo far, and therefore much more when they
Ml Gl execute and perform the fame: whereof not only my
W 1ords of Holland and Zeland, but alfo certain troublefome and
wy-ward perfons amongft us ( who alfo have fpread abroad
iainft me, in ftrange Countries, their wicked Speeches) will
L il fo good a 'I_'eﬁnnony, that I hope I thall not need any
orea Defence againft fuch Accufations, which being by me
feny'd as falfe (for fo they are indeed ) I fear not that they
hall be able to yield any proof thereof; leaving it to you
'my Lords ) to judg how foolifh fuch an Accufation is, which
my be beaten back with a fimple denial ; and yet notwith-
tinding the greateft part.of the goodly Colours, wherewith
bis Painter hoafteth that he hath Tet me out, may be quite
ud clean defac’d with fuch a Spunge only. If they will al-
kde, that yet notwithftanding they who were driven out, have
pt occafion to complain, becaufe that Promife was not kept
siththem: T anfwer, T hat albeit this 1s not directed againft
ge; yet notwithftanding, for the Defence of the Eftates of
flland and Zeland, X will fay thus much, That this Complaint
hould have but a very ill Foundation, becauie it is not rea-
mable that any fuch People fhould enjoy a Privilege, by
geans of which they would deliver the Country into the Ene-
mes hands. Their purpofe was, to betray the Lives and the
foods of the Subjetts; and not one, or twe, or three Privi-
kges only, but all the Franchifes and Libertizs, preferv’d Time
u of mind, and from Age to Age, by our Predeceflors and
Anceftors.
They add withal, That I bave procur’d Liberty of Confcience. 1f
ey underfrand thereby, that I have made an open way to
ich Impieties, as are commonly committed in the Houfe of
e Prince of Parma, where Arheifm, and other Vertues of
kme, are counted but {port : 1 anfwer, That it 1s amongft
s Heirs of the Lord Peter Lewis, where a Man muit fcek
i find fuch Liberty, or rather unbridl’d Licence, But I
ll indeed confefs, that the brightnels ot the Fires, wherein
%y have tormented fo many poor Chriftians, was ncver de-
itful or pleafant to mine Eyes, as it hath rejoyc’d the fight
the Duke of Alva and the Spaniards : and that 1 have al-
s been of this mind, to wilh and procure what I could,
it the Perfecutions might ceafe wn the Low-Countrics.
Iwill snoreover confefs unto you, to the end that the Ene-
s may know, that they have to do with one that {peaketh
imdly, and without any Paiating ; to wit, that the King,
en he departed out of Zeland, (which was the lalt plac
it he left in this Country ) commanded me ro put to deatl:

ny godly and vertrous People that were {ufpected to be of
Kk the
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the Religion. Which thing X would not perform, but ad-
vertis’d them thereof, knowing indeed, that I could
not do it with a good and fafe Confcience, and that T was
rather to obey God than Man: ' Let the Spaniards then fpeak
what they themfelves fhall think good, I know that fundry
Peoples and Nations, which are much better than they, who
alfo have learn’d, that by Fire and Sword Men little or no-
thing prevail, would praife me, and approve my Facét.

But feeing that you (my Lords) together with the general
Coufent of the People, have fince that time approv’d it, in
condemning the Rigor of the Placards and Licenfes, and in
caufing thofe cruel Executions to ceafe, 1 do no whit at all
regard that which the Spaniards and their Adherents, do mur-
muy and whifper concerning the fame. Neither can I {uthc-

ently wonder at their folly, when they are
They that ill in- not afham’d to objeét unto me the Murder-
treated the Priefls, ings of the People of their Church 5 feeing,
were. punifh’d. that not only they know my natural difpo-
_, fition to be altogether eftrang’d from fuch
Violenceg; but alfo, that you and the whole World do very
well know, that by Commandment and Appointment, fome,
i1 refpeét of fuch Qutrages as thefe Men would charge me
withal, were put to Death; and otherfome, being of greari
Note, and noble Houfes, were arrefted by the principal Ser-
vants of my Houthold ; and after that they had been kept Pr1
foners a long time, they were not deliver’d, but in refpett of
the Houfe from whence they had the Honour to proceed and
come ; the long Imprifonment of their Perfons being ap
pointed unto them for the Punithment which they had de
ferv’d. But that which was done by my Charge and Appointf
ment, 1s in fuch fort known to all the World, that they ar
not able, either to difsuife or darken the fame, only (as the
have very well learn’d to {peak Truth) that which I havs
done vertuoully, they fay, that I have teign’d that the thing
did difpleafe me. But who hath told them that I feignd{
Or who is he that hath reveal’d unto them f{o much ot m
Secrets ? They fec that which I have donej they cannoj
judg my Heart, neither is there any Man fo malicious (€Y
cept it be the Forger of this Writing, or fome Spaniard ) whi
ought not rather to give Judgment upon that which he feetl
thz!m upon that which he malicioufly and wickedly fufpecs
et

They caft alfo infinite Blames and Slanders upon our R¢lg
zion, and they call us Hereticks: But it is fuch as a-1bn]
time fince they took upon them to prove it, and yet were ng
ver able to brung it co purpole or effeéts And I fay,tilé
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thé?é Injuries ( being like unto the Words of Women, provok'd
o and chat’d with Choler) do not deferve any Anfwer, mfuch lefs
tﬂﬁtfg,ﬁaﬁliﬁ@'f%“tb fay, thdt I dever tiufted any, either Prieft
& of ﬁrialj,"unqus he were marric‘d‘,,,'a“nq, that 1 inforc’d them to
N nifry, For, who is it that knoweth not, thit withouf chojce

8 o"rfa'ifc'r'et','onp'ﬂfe'{y caft at my Hedd every thing that they find
W i the way, {0 great is their Fury, and their Paffion fo out-
H ragious and upmeafurable ? And albeit that
i tiefe things were true, as indeed they are Concerning the 3ar
¥ not, neither yet redfonable (for we learn by rigge of Priejhy.
& i Religion, that Marriage ought to be |
y free, and fhoutd not' be either intore’d or forbidden ) yet (o it
5, that this fanlt fhauld not be compdrable with that Tyranny
g ¢ver Confciences, ‘which hath forbidden Marriage to a great
B st of Chrifténdom'; againft which Forbidding, not only the
AEiftern Churches oppos’d chemfelvées, but alfo the Churches of
& Germany and France. | |
§  But that (my Lords) which is greatly to be efteem’d in
g ihis Profcription, fo true and well-grounded, is this;. That the
§ (g commanded it the Duke of Alva to impofe the tenth and twen-
§ feth Penny, without the confent of the People, 1If then the Duke of
Q4va, 1n a2 matter of {o great importance, and which was the
tufe of the Death and Deftruttion of fo many Thoufands of
@ Men, hath pafled his Commiffion ;3 what Punifhment follow’d
giicreof 2 The Duke of A/va, for having perform’d to his
fovn Son this Duty, to wit, that he might marry his Coufin,
kaving another, whom under the colour of Marriage accoms-
rliﬂl‘d he had abus’d (even as Rigomes had before perforny’d
or the Kung, as before hath been declar’d) was caft into Pri-
on, and put out of favour, and fhould not as yet have been
deliver’d, if in all Spain they had been able to have found a
Tyrant more fit to exercife Tyranny upon
the poor Portugals, than he. Me was then Concerning the tenth
daftis’d for a fmall fault, and for fuch a  and fwwentieth Penny.
freat one he was honcur’d, much made of,
and fill'ld with Rewards: And he that would prefs the King
with the Death of my Lords of Egmont and of Horn, would fay
ismuch, and difallow again the Duke of 4/va for it. Is not
this a good mean, think ye, to difcharge himfel! of all faults?
But let them take which part they will, either the King com-
mnded it, and then he cannot avoid the name of a ‘I'yrant,
o elfe he commanded it not 3 and yet for all that, the name
f 2 Tyrant fhall remain unto him, becaufe he did not cha
ftile and corre¢t him, who, of his own private Authority, had
!lfurp‘d fuch a Tyranny upon a frank and free People, whereby
i appeareth that he is eulpable thercof.  Aud albeit, that )
K lﬂ P Have
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have always efteem’d the Duke of 4/va for the Enemy of the
Country, and as one who hath wil]‘i“nﬁly bath'd Himifelf in our
Blood, and in the Blood of all Chriftians, carrying: clofely g
Turkifb Heart within him: Yet fo it 15, that I have known him
too well, and have been too too much praétis'd to believe tliis,
that he fhould be fo fottilh, and fo prefumptuous, as to dare
to attempt to lay upon the People an Impofition of fiich con.
fequence, and to purfue it {o long time, and that by fuch ex.
traordinary, yea and altogether infupportable means, to the
Country, without good and fufficient Commandment direéteq
unto him therefore; and that not once only, but fundry times,
I befeech you ( my Lords) to weigh this well, whether he
that in his own proper and private name, durft condemn, or
favour them that did condemn, the Burgomafter of Amjlerdam,
in five and twenty thoufand Florins of Amercement, be.
caufe he fet himfelf againft the tenth Penny, was not well
afflur’d, and had not fufficient difcharge for the fame from hig
Superior 7 Neither need we (my Lords ) any other place
than this, whereby to know the Frauds, Diffimulations and
Crafts, wherewith the King hath fo long a time led and de
ceiv’d us, and yet purpofeth ftill to do, if we fuffer himt
wound us with the prick of his Tongue, or to aftonifh us wit
the Threatnings of his Armies. And becaufe he will have th
Bruit thereof founded abroad, by reafon of the Towns take
and {urpriz’d in Holland 3 to wit, within thefe two, three,or fou
years, and that with more force than he hath fought again
the Twrk withal. I anfwer hium, That, having the Advantage
whereof he braggeth, he ought to coniider, whether this ten
not to his very great fhame, that he 15 altogether driven ou
of that Country. And it ftandeth him not in any ftead ¢
alledg the Mutiny of the Spamiards : Yor a Governor, an
efpecially fuch a one as had fuch great Means as he ha
doth fufhiciently bewray his Infufficiency and Unworthinefs t
command, when he is not able by fuch means to keep in Ob
dience his own Soldiers, On the other fide, in excufing hi
fclf {o foolifhly, he feeth, whether he will or no, that he
inforc’d to confefs, that I, and my Lords of Holand and Zelan
having flender means, as namely but four or five thoufan
Men, have broken his Attempts, and caus’d him to confun
threefcore thoufand.

And whilft (my Lords ) he thus in th
The fhameful Loffes. Country loft his Time, his Men and &
of the Kingdom of Mony; he loft likewife, within two Montl
Tunis and the the Kingdom of Zunis and the Gouleite, wit
Goulette, the greateft hame and confufion that ev

any mighty Prince did, yea, tho he were dr
v
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Bl 2n out of his own Land, albeit fome would lay the fault
@ tercof upon the Youth of Don Fobn, and upon the Whoredom
Jl of the Cardinal. For whilft he did fo 1ll imploy his Forces
ol tere amongft us, Sinam Bafcha took from him that Kingdom,
i :nd that Fortrefs, which' Men fuppos’d could never have been
Muken: and this he did in the fight of Spain and of Sicilia,
Rvithout that ever any of the King’s fide darft fo much as thew
4ljis Head to fight againft him, or only to turn himafide. And
fWet, if he had no regard to the geod of Chriftendom (which
gndeed he never had, as witneffeth the painted League that
it made, which alfo coft the Venetians fo much) nor refpedt
40 his own Honour, at leaft the Memory and Name of the
JdEmperor his Father ( who did little or nothing regard all his
dntable Dz2eds and Feats of Arms, in refpect of that Conquett)
qught to have mov’d and thruft him forward with a noble and
furneft defire, wifely to have maintain’d that which the Em-
¥reror his Father had {o valiantly conquer’d for him and all
glhriftendom. But the Rage and Fury to deftroy us, which

arried him away, took both his Eyes from him, that he could
dut'fee that Evil; and his [Jnderftanding alfo, that he could
Jot difcern it 3 he loving over-much to make proof, rather of
Jis Weaknels againft his own proper People, than of his For-
ges againft the common and univerfal Enzmy of Chriften-

om,

This (my Lords) is that which he obj=&eth againft me,
fud which alfo fell out before our general Conjunction, and
ning together. Whereunto (it may be) it was not altoge-
fier neceffary to anfwer, faving that it 1s requifite, not only
b fatisty you, but alfo to ftop their mouths, and to make ail
e World to underftand their Impudences and Slanders. For,
the Queftion were but of that which concerneth your felves,
il thofe which heretofore were on our fide, who have not.
iithftanding very evilly, and without any caule, withdrawn
lemfelves from us: you, and thofe with you, have hercto-
re fufficiently declar’d, that you had a far becter Opinion of
. For firft, the Accord treated of by you, with me and
 Lords of Holland and Zeland at Gaunt, hath fufhcently jufis
d me ; feeing that if you had fuppos’d me to be fuch a one
ithis infamous Profcription defcribeth me, you neither would
rcould have enter'd into Treary with me: hefide, fo many
mourable Embaffys, as you fince that time have fent unto
eto S, Gheertrudenburg, and even yet to Antwerp, both to caulc
tto come into Brabant, and to caufc me to ¢dme unto you

) Bruffels, that I might be affiftant with you in Councily and
lll't?, that ye did honour me with the Title ot Licutenant.
seral s All ghefe things, 1 fay, do futhcieatly declare, whas
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i1s the Op mmn and Judgment that ye have had of aII thefe
falfe and frwoleus Accufations ; which thin alone, Uppofe
to be over-l'ulﬁaent and Pﬂro fg to confute %1
But let us now fee how, before that timé, they on their he.
halfs govern'd themfelves, with what Pndé Infolence and
Difdain of our whole Nation. I will not repeat the Perjuries
and Deceits of the Dutchefs, nor of the King, in the behalf
of my Lords the Counts Of Egmont and Hornc nor the Bﬂlts
and Allurements which they prepar’d for me; nor yet gene-
rally that which fell out before the Coming of the Duke of
Alva, but that only which was done afterwards, until the time
of our general Conjunttion and joyning together 5 to the end,
that as the Remembrance of the Mifchiefs and Griefs pai’c
fhall bring unto you Pleafure and Contentment, and the fame
(as I hope) unto me, who with fome delight have aided you
therein : So that by the fame you will more and more fireng-
then your felves in this Refolution, which is both Holy, and
worthy of Immortal Praife, and which you alfo have taken
ypon you j that is, to oppofe and fet your felves againft thc
Spaniards and then‘ Adherents. Now, as well the {aud Duke:
of Alva, as thofe that Commanded under him and after him,,
have futficiently made us to underftand, what was at all times,
the Counfel of Spainy to wit, to root us out, and to bring u:
into Bondage. For, as H:znmbzl even whm he was but mne;
years old, did {wear by the Altar of his Goddefs, that he;
would be all his life long an Enemy to the Romans : So was;
this Duke of Alva, from his Childhood, ncm-~i
The infupportable  1ifh’d and brmwht up in an irreconcilable
Pride of the Duke Hatred againft this Country, which, by f{u}
of Alva,and other much Blood as he hath fpilt, could as ycr:
Officers bcmgbpa- never be fatisfied ; but fo much the more,
niards. hath he caus’d 1t to run out on every ﬁde,{
in all the Towns of this Country; yea, fo
far forth that he hath caus’d to be put to death (Wth]l tlun
alfc he hlmﬁ.lfbrawed of ) eighteen thouland poor mnocen
Men and more, and that hy the hands of the Hangman or
‘Lormentor ; and vet for all that, that cruel Luft of his could}
never be fatisficd.  So that if any would know, what are the
Privy-Councils of Spain, what is the King’s Good will, an
how much he loveth us, he fhall find it all dacxpha d and It
out in the bloody Deeds of the Duke of Alva, as if 1t wem
{ct out before his Eyes, and lively painted in a Table of P.-mt--ﬁ
er’s work. For there hath not been any kind of leﬁmul'ttlon{
Treafon aad Unfaithtulnefs, which he hath not us'd, that hc[
might bring under his Subjettion and Service the prmmpnl‘

Lt)l'db of Llllb Country, and that by Offers, Promuics, an i n?w,s
Titley
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Titles of Honour beftow’d upon them. But the good and
vertuous Péople that he could get into his hands, he hath cru-
elly put to death, without any re{pect either to their Inno-
cency, or to the Pr1v1leges of the Countrv and yet nothing
wasdone, but by the King’s Commandment. He comlmtted
the like agamﬁ the Citizens 2nd good Merchants, fo proudly
treading under feet our antient Liberties and Freedoms, vea
every thing that was remaining amongft us of the Glor\r
of our Anceftors, that it feem’d that he thought, that you
wiele at no hand worthy to be reckon’d in the number of
Men.
And where is it, that we can have a more certain and
plain proof, and that fo Eopen, that it is as it
“were in the fizht and b‘*holdmﬂ of all Chriften- The profane
don, concernmﬂ this matter; and withal, of and proud E-
his 1nfup ortable Contempt and Difdain of all  recfion of the
thele Countrys; than in that proud, amhi- Dukeof Alva's
tious, profane, heathenifh, and withal foolith JTmage in the
fetting up of his own Imwe m the midft of mudjtof the
the Cltadel’lt Antwerp ; going mp"ld ntly upon late Citad! af
the Bellies of the Noble emm of the Eftates, Antwerp.

and of all the People of this Country ? Was
not this, think you, a notable Monument of his Tyranny,

and 2 Teﬁlmony of his Pride 2 What fhall T need to fpr:aL
of his Servants, and of all that Vermin which came out of
Spain 5 who ipake of us, not as it were of Villacos (as they
ufe to fay) or Villains, but even as it were of brute Beafts?
You (my Lords) h'ne even as yer, your ears altogerher
beaten with fuch mattms and you areable to {et out " their
Geftures, their Pmccadmn’s their Words full of Boldnefs, of
Pride, and of Contempt ; 2lfo their unfupportable Acts, and
how when they were within vour Towns, with what Prideand
Infolence they did command you. W hercfore it that be truc
which Wile Men report, that for the uuaderftanding of the
natural Difpofition of a Lard or Nobleman, Men mult exa-
mine him by his Friends and Familiars 5 and tor the knowledg
of a Mafter, men muft fift his Servants: you may (my
Lords) by the Virtues of the Duke of Alva, his Mafter’s
principal Officer, and the Executor of all his Coun[LL cably
judg what good Affeélion and Will the King bearcth you, who
ent him to you to torment you: And alfo ve may know
what ye ought to look for, unlefs ye provide for it in time,
(as indecd 5 ¢ oughty which thing alfo all the good People of
thisLand look for at vour hands,
I will {peak nothing of the Ravifhings, Ranfoms, and Ex.
attions commitred brthe Sraniards, 1will oalv fay my folf
I 4 PO
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upon the principal Point. Ye could nevet
The Affenbly of yet tell how to obtain a free Affembly of the

the Ejlates Eftates General ; your Enemy very well know-
General ayer  ing, that to hinler the calling together and
refus’d, meeting of them, was indeed to cut off by the

foot the Tree of your Privileges, and utterly
to dry up the Spring of your Liberty. For to what end
ferveth it the People, to have Privileges in fair Parchment,
kept up ina Coffer, if by meansof the Eftates thofe Privi.
leges be not maintain’d, and fo Men fecl the Effeéts thereof?

And indeed long time before, the King him-
The King ta-  {=1f had receiv’d a Difpenfation from the Pope
keth @ Difpen- for the Oath which he had made unto you, to
fation from the keep your Privileges. Wherein he did not
Pope, for his  only violate and bhreak his Faith, but alfo did
Oath made at  over-cafily, yea very hurtfully believe foolith
bis joyful En-  Counfellors 3 whereby he too manifeftly de-
drance. clar’d how great his own Wifdom was. For

might he not very well underftand, that count-
ing himfelf free from the Oath which he had mad: to you,
youalfo were freed and quit from your Qath towards him?
Infomuch that he minding to be unburden’d of his Oath
towards vou, vou ow’d not unto him any Obzdience and
Subje¢tion. ThatI may at this time {ay nothing, but leave
it unto others more exercis’d in fuch matters than I, to han-
dle this Queftion, whether the Pope may juftly vaunt that
he hath any fuch Power and Authority, yea or no ; and
whether anv thing in the world fhall remain certain and
fure, if Qaths {o folemnly made, may, under fuch a pretext
and cloke, be violated and broken. At the fame tume, Mar-
riages made out of the Country were wholly forbidden, and
that which was never pra¢tis’d was prohibited, to wit, that

Youth might not go out of the Country to ftudy 1in (ny other
School of the world, butin that of Rome ; and
Phe Schools of condemning by that means all other Schools

all the World = (which is an over-great Arrogance) they did
forbid, fave condemn (fo unwary were they) even thole of
that of Rome the Jefuits, without thinking any whit of them:

enly, and {o (which is indeed the worlt) they o-

pen’d a way to very Barbaroufnefs. For as
the meeting together of all manner of Learned Men, hath
brought forth unto us in this Country, {undry Perfons well
quality’d, who have greatly ennobled thefe Provinces ; o rhis
fnterdiétion and Forbidding, could not but in procefs of time
caufe a more than Zwrkifh Ignorance: that I may fpeak nothimg

. - T T

of this, that by that means they would make this Country

fubjett
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hibjeét to fuch Conditians as never were heard

of.  About the fame time, the Council of The publifhing
frent was publifh’d ; which Council hath of the Council
em’d, even to the French-men themfelves, fo of Trent,
anjuft, that even unto this day it could not as

set be publifh’d in the Kingdom of Franc.

A little while bcfore this time, there was eagerly purfu’d,
and at the laft obtain'd, the inftalling of the
new Bifhops, which had been fo long time be- Bifbops newly
fore debated, by reafon of the Inconveniences made.
which all wife People, and Lovers of the Coun-
ry, and Haters of the tormenting of mens Confciences,
did forefee would enfue thereupon. Which thung alfo I my
elf writ even unto the King ; that I may f{ay nothing of the
Warnings-which I gave to the Dutchefs, fometime in open
Conncil, and oftenrimeselfewhere: All thele their Purpofes
tending to np other end, but to fet up the cruel Inquifition
of Spain, and tp eftablith the faid Bifbops, that they might
ferve inftcad of Inquilitors, Burners of miens Bodies, and Ty-
rants over their Confciences.

It is true, that at this day they deny that ever they meant
o bring ia this curfed Inquifition; but if I bring forth unto
them a man worthy of Credit, who was at that time a Pen-
fioner of Franck, and who had the Rack twice thew’d him, to
be tormented upon it, that he might confefs who they were
of the Lords of the {aid Franck, which were purpos’d to re-
fife the Inquifition : Will they fay that he is a forg’d Witnefs,
who yet notwithftanding is fuch a one, as they are not able
to objeét any thing againft him? And befide, if need were,
[ could find enough other plainand moft ma-
nfeft Proofs. There follow’d the moft rigo- Placards and
rous Placards and Licences, with exprefs Com- Lijcences re-
mindiment to abate nothing of the old Rigour. new’d,

And verily the Bull granted by the Pope, for

the Ere€lion of the faid Bifhops, doth plainly carry with it
this much, that every Bifhop might give in his own Cathe-
dral Church two Prebends: That every one of the Canons
hould be bound to affift him in the matter of the Inqui.
ition : and that particularly two amongft them fhould actual-
yand ideed be Inquifitors, And as Princes or Tyrants,
which poffefs new Kingdoms or Lordlhips, do lay upon them
! Tribute, in fignof theiwr Victory; fo the Duke ot Alva, in
ltimony of his Conqueft (for this was his common Speech,
0 wit, That thefe Countries appertain’d to the King, naot
n Title, or by Right or Patrimony, but as being conquer’d
bi Armour and Weapons) then I fuy, to the end he might

nake
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make all the world to underftand the Condition wheregn
ke had made fubjeét this Country,laid upon the People, by the
Commandment of his Mafter, the perpztual Paym‘e'n;: of the
R tenthPenny,without the Confent of the Fftates
The Impofition without the Confene of the Towns and Provin.
of thetenth  ces y and he refolvid with himfelf and his Peo-
Penny, without ple, to execute the fame by Force. Infomuch
$he good Wil that when he underftood that certain noble and
and Confent of  courageous Hearts began to be moved, even
the Eftates. at the very hour (ye fee, my Lords, how
. vreat God’s Providence is) when he receivid
News of the taking of the Brill; he was refolv’d to put to
death the fame night the principal Burgefles and Citizens of
Braxelles, becaufe they fet themflelves againft this Impofition,
which was violently publifh’d againdt therr Privileges. The
Hangman, named Mr. Charles, was commanded to have in a
readinels feventeen Halters, and certain Ladders of ten or
twelve foot high ;5 theSoldiers were up in Arms; Don Frede-
7icr came into the Houle of Vigling the Prefident, to conclude
the Speech of rhe Condemnation, when thefe happy News,
againft the good Burgefics and Citizens of Bruxedes, arrivid
there. The Lieutenant of the 4mnan was one of them who
fhould have been put to death, becaunfe he refus’d to executs
thofe that fet themfelves againft thefe Attempts ; and indeed
‘the Duke of 4/ve meant to kcep the Promife with him, which
but a little while before he had f{poken unto

¥ Yo wit, him, faying, By this *, if you will mot do it, I will
Beard, a Form  caufc you to be hang'd. And moreover, the Judges
of fwearing are Knavesy it i [fufficient that which I command
ufed amangft  you. And I confefs, that at the fame time I
#he Spaniards. being again provok’d, as well by fundry good
‘ | People, as by mine own Oath, came again the
The fecond fecond time with an Army; of which Expe-
coming of the  dition T will fay no more at this time, becauiz
Ld Princewith there is none amongft you, but he knoweth
an Army. what then were, and what vet at this prefent
| are the Events and Succefles thercof, Now
‘then (my Lords) if 1t pleafe you on the one fide to confidr
that which the Duke of Alva did, before this War was beglin;
what juft occafions he gave me, and the Eftates of solland
and Zeland, to have recourfe to Armsji and alfo that which
he and the great Commandador dud, until the day ot the Re-
volting and Rebellion of the Spuiods ¢ and on the other
tide, toweigh how fince that time I have ouided and gove n'd
my {elf, I rcfufe not to mike ye Julges thereot, and to ¢
ve leave to determine thereof, as ye your felves fhall ik

A
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convenient and meet. But ye haye already fufficiently de-
car’d, what ye think thereof, by the Pacification of Gbhens,
by the Expulfion of Don Fobn, and by fo many Aés and
Teftimonies, that I need not to have any more; vea even
by this, that ye¢ would not difcharge me of my Offices and
Charges, altho that very oftentimes I requefted the fame
of you. o |
'&ow I will come to that, which in the fecond place they
touch in their cruel Prolcription, to wit, that which follow’d
the time wherein the Spaniards were declar’d Rebels, and Ene-
mjes to the Country.
“About that time (my Lords) there was
treated and conclinded the Pacification of Ghent, The Pacifica-
and -that with {o great Joy and Contentment of #ion of Ghent,
the People, yea and of all the Provinces, both and thar the
g‘enerally and particularly, that no Man alive Enemies, both
s able to-remember the like, Spaniards and
"~ Every one may remember the mutual Pro- their Adbe-
mifes of Friendfhip, of Intelligences, partaking rents, have
of Counfel, and fuch-like comprehended there-  broken the fame
in,. But what? they themfelves, who after- againft their
wards did make manifeft the great and invete- Oath.
rate Hatred of thejr Heart, and were not-
withftanding of the number of thofe, who treated of the
fame matter with my Deputies, and with them of Aolland and
Zeland : they, 1 fay, 1n treating thereof, did overthwartly
caft againft it all the Hindcrances that poffibly they could,
to caufe it to die before it came to ripenefs. Which thing,
without controver{y, they had obtain’d, if they had not fear’d
to fall into danger, and if the People, and all the Provinces
(who percerv’d, and faw betore-hand afar off, that this Pacifi-
cation fhould be the Groundwork of their Liberty, and the
Reftitution of their antient Privileges) had not, as it were
with one voice, mforc’d them to conclude the fame. And
becaufe (my Lords) oftentimes in this execrable Profcription,
and in their little, foolifh, defamatory Libels, and fceret Let-
teys, they objeet unto me, that 1 have violated and broken
the fame; let us fce how they, on their behalf, have main-
tain’d and kept it. It was no fooner confirm’d
hy Qath, but that the Lovd ot Hauffi, according Ld of Haufli
to your Commandment, made fundry Voyages fent to demand
into Zeland to me, that he might obtain Suc- Swuccour of the
cour of Men and Muonitions of War, for the  Prince for the
Sicue of the Caftle of Ghonty one of the Nefts  Siege of the
of the Spanifh Cruclty 5 which thing he allfoob-  Caftle of
tin’d. Bat o certam Nang unworthy ot lus  Ghent.
Stock,
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Stock, and of his Country, could not contain himfelf, but at the
fame time began to vomit hisVenom; charging with a Fault the
faid Loyd, in recompence of fo good a Service, and which wag
indeed the very Gate to the Liberty of the Country and Coup-
ey of Flanders, and namely of the Town of Ghent, which had
been fo long time before kept under by Tyranny. And it was
a matter of no great account to the faid Sweveghen, to the
Count of Rews, Mougueron, and others, that the Spaniards, yet
2l bloody with the Murder of Amtwerp, and laden with the
Spoils of good Burgefles and Citizens, fhould perform a like
Execution in the Town of Ghent, as they had committed in
the moft renown’d Town of Amwerp: which thing alfo they
had executed and perform’d (as the Letters of Rhoda and
athers do {ufficiently prove) had not the faid Succour hin.
der’d them. Mark, I pray you, how that even then when
the Trumpet founded to publifh the Pacification of Ghent,
thefe honeft People began to break the fame,
Thecoming of  Hereupon Don Fobn arrivd in thefe Countries;
Donr Jehn.  and albeit that mine Enemy would here play
| the Falfifier, and alter the matter, have not I
yet the Letter fign'd with the King’s own Hand, and with the
Hand of one of the Secretaries of his Eftate, and feal’d with
the Seal of his Arms, which yield Teftimony concerning the
Charge and Commiffion given to Don Fohn 2 Have not they
. been publifh’d to all the world 7 Was there yet ever any Spa-
miard found, who durft contend againff him ? By thofe
Letters we have known, That alithe Difference between Don
Fahn, the Duke of Alva, and Lewis of Reguefenr, was this, that
he was more young and more foolifh than the others, and
that he could not fo long time hide his Venom, diffemble his
Attempts, and with-hold his greedy Hands from the Defire
that he had to wet and wath them in our Blood. T will not
(my Lords) make in this place any recital of thefe matters
unto you, forthey are known unto little Children, and allthe
Land s as it were water'd therewith. Albeit then that thele
things were f{et out before the whole world ; and albeit that
the Pacifiers knew and underftood the fame: notwithftanding
che inveterate Hatred toward this poor People was fo great
(fo much were they accuftom’d to aid thofe that opprels’d
your Privileges, and to fubjett themfelves to Tyranny, was
even become altogether natural unto them) that even like
Hor(c-Leaches, f’aaming with Rage, they themfelves came
to lance themfelves upon the Thorn of the bloody Heart ot
Dok Fobn 5 and agreed with him againft mine Advice, and the

Advice of them of Holland and Zelawd, and againgt their }))WI}l
Lath
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Oath taken, againft the Pacification of Ghent : and yvet thefe
Men dare objeét unto me the Pacification and mine Oath, as
tho thofe Bands had been prepar’d only to fhackle me, and
my Lords of Holland and Zeland ; whilft that thofe good and
loyal Peacemakers having broken all Bond of Laws, of Loyal-
ty, and of Fidelity, might have liberty to perpetrate, com-
mit, and do whatfoever their difloyal Heart {hould put them
inmind of. They will fay, thatthey caus’d Don Fohn to pro-
mife that the Spaniards thould depart; as tho all our Agree-
ment and League confifted in that only point. But before
they had concluded with Don 7obn, fhould not they have
placed me in my Governments, and put me in poffelion o
my Goods, and reftor’d me my Son, whowas one of the num-
ber of the Prifoners? Have they fo much as only thought
upon it, tho fundryamongft them were kin unto him ? No
whit at all indeedt For they had a far other Mark, which
thing they themfetves did fufficiently declare by fo many
Coniultations as they made, that they might at the length
find out a way to opprefsme, and to bring AHolland and Zeland
under fubjeétion ; knowing that at the fame time, I vet only,
and the Eftates of the faid Countrys, were they who did open-
ly hinder their pernicious Purpofes; which was, to enter in
the place of the Spaniards, 1o exercife the like Tyranny that
the Spaniards had donej butyet, as they thought, with more
Power and Authority, and alfo that they might remain in
their own ‘Countrys with greater Impunity. Concerning this
matter, I refer my felf to the Inftructions given to thofe who
came to treat with me at S¢. Geertrudenberghe ; which I will
bring to light, if need be thereof.

At the fame time, they fent to the Queen of England, that
they might fil her with all falfe matters againft me, and alio
move her to arm her felf againft Me and my Lords the E-
fates of Holland and Zeland : But the Knowledg that fhe had
of the Truth, and the fingular Wifdom wherewith the is en-
duved, made her to take a clean contrary Refolution than
that which they hoped for. Tobe fhort, they devis'd as much
as they could, to execute and perform againft us, the fame
Praétices that the Spamiards had done; and this (my [.ords)
was the Obfervation of the Pacification of Ghent; that thefc
Men ufed even from the beginning., And as
concerning the Spaniards, which Don Jobn told  The Spaniard.
them he had fent away, they faw (at the lealt  licens’d by
if they had any Underftanding, tho never fo InnJohn to
Itttle, for they wanted not Advertifement and  return,
Intelligence) that fome ftaid in Luxemburg, o-

thers in Burgnmdy, and others in £raree, undeg the Shadow of
the
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the Civil War, which wds then rais’d up in Fradce 5 16oking, GDI;(
for their Watch-word, that they might refiirn again in ar iz,
ftant, which they did. Befide this, they kneﬁvf'tﬁ'ait Don Folin

retain’d with him fourteen .thoulind Germigny.
Fourteenthou-  of the old Soldiers, which he kapt in gari'[‘gﬁ*
fand Lance- in the principal Towns of th2 Country : thatat
Knights left  Malines he treated with the {aid Germans : thit.
by Don John  he fpake one thing to them, and dnother thing
in Garifon in  to you, my Lords: and did in the mean while
the principal  take the, Caftle of Antwerp from the Power of
Towis. the Duke of derfchit, and of the Prince of ¢hi

may his Son, and left it in the hands of Tveflon,
They faw, I fay, thefe things, and did .notwithftanding aid
and favour him therein 5 and yet they will fay that they
kept the Pacification of Ghent. Yor as concerning that which
my Enemies fay, that Don Fohn fware unto it, I confefs fur-
ther, that the King himfelf promis’d it .fhould be obfervd;
which maketh him {o much the more vanquifh’d, for even. at
the fame time he commanded Don Fobu to break it, as ap-

peareth by hisown Letters. ‘ |
And as concerning Don Fohn, true it is, that

Don Tohn he promis’d. and fware to fce the fame per-
[wore to the form’d, but that was with a Condition, which
Pacification of he fpake of beforehand, in the prefence even
Ghent. of {ome of your Deputies, which fhould be ad-

ded, to wit, That it fhould be kept until fuch
time as he repented him thereof, which Condition fell out
very quickly afterward. For this young Man fuppofing that
he was at the top ot his Bulinefs, and. that he had in his
hands (by reafon of the Garifons of Germans, and fundry
Traitors taking part with them) the beft Towns, took (but
yet not without doing an unworthy Injury to the Queen of
Navarre) the Caitle ot Namur, a Place which he thought was
very fit and neceflary for the Spaniards to go and come. But
{o foon as the Caftle of Antwerp was by compofition yielded
up unto you, he found himnfelf far from his reckoning, which
caus’d him at one time to lole many Friends, who began
cven-then to change their Copy and Countenance 3 and Don
Fobn was thereby made fo perplex’d and doubttul, that he had
no other Succour but this, That having corrupted fome of
your own Deputics, he might protra¢t the time, and bufy you
with a painted Hope of Pcace.  AndI weould to God, thatat
that time ye (my Lords) had not been hinder’d by thefe good
Oblervers of the Pacitication of Ghent, from belicving my
Counfel ; for then, by a very fimall Army, we might have

been quit and rid of IDon Fobn, of his Spaniirds and Adhcrcntii
all
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indof fo many Miferies‘as fince have enfu’d. T wouldthen
get ‘further know i this place (my Lords) whether Don,
oy did then keep this Pacification, and his Union fo {o-
emhly (worn (as they fay) which he had made with thefe
Favourersof the Spamiards. And why fhall he come to up-
braid me with the Pacificaticn of Ghent, who yet hath caus’d
this to be declar’d unto us by the Lord of Seffes, that he would
not keep it? Shall he, to my hurt, enjoy a Privilege, which
he himfelf renounceth and forfaketh 7 And when we have
faid all, it 1s not with ham that I'and the Eftates of Holland and
zelamd have contraéted and accorded, but it is with you, my
fords, Now if after fo many Breaches of the Pacification,,
and that 1n fach fundry fortsy if after that, contrary to the
Aid Pacification, they have deftroy’d the Towns, wherethey
could exercife their Tyrannous GGovernment, and the beft
Burgefles and Citizens therein, alledging againft them falfe
and wicked things : If then, I fay, after thefe things you
(my Lords) have judg’d, that for your own Security you ought
to inlairge {ome of the Articles, yea and if need were, that
you were minded altogether to break, cut in funder, and re-
voke them: who is he that could accufe you therefore, if
ye have ufed that which was your own, as you your felves
thought 1t convenient for your own Profit, unlefs it be he, who-
wonld ufe hisownOath as a Net and Snare to catch you 1in?
For as concerning that whichthey fay, that the Change hath
heen on my behalf, tho that were true, yet {o it is, that Iam
no more bound in refpett of the Contrattors with me, f{eeing
that they have {fo many ways violated and broken the Contratt
it felf : and feeing that on your part it was thought conve-
nient that the 6llange fhould be made, you have as much
Authority, and Power to difpofe thereof, as a Lord hath Right
i his .own Inheritance : For the Pacification was yours,
which alfo you might ufe at your own pleafurc and difcretion.
But I have fo often, both by Word and Writing declar'd,
nothing to be brokenon our parts, that I fhall not need to
beftow any 'more time to fet out the fame unto
you; only I will confefs this, that they of Hol-  Nothing was
and and Zeland were indeed forbidden to inno-  attempted by
vate or change any thing in that Country: the Ld Prince,
but that the other Eftates might not in their the Eftates Ge-
Provinces, by {ome lawful Condition, provide wneral, and
for their Safety, it will never be found that thofe of the Re-
there was yet any fuch Obligation or Bond: [ligion, agiinft
Which thing may be mamiteftly feen and  thePucification
known, by the rcading of the cleventh and  of Ghent.
tweltth Articles, And indecd upon the mak-

ing,
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ing of th_faid Pacification, as one of thofe who were Deputies
ofi our fide,did declare to fome one principal Perfon of the other
fide, that jome fuco matter might fall out, and that therefore it
was better to accord fome Liberty for the poor Subjeéls of
the Providces, who(e Caufes they handled, and for whonm
they were to make agreement ¢ {0 fome other anfwer’d him
again, that he nceded not take care for fuch matters, and
that tholc of Brabant, Flanders, and the other Countries, would
not at any time demand a Change in the Matter of Religion,
Now if they have been deceiv’d, what caufe is there for them
fo furioutly to direét themfelves againft me ? I give them aifo
the fame Aniwer, in refpact of the Change which fell out in
certain Towns of my Government ; for 1 can indeed aflure
men before God, that I have not given any Advice or Confént
thereto; and that many things fell out there, as alfo in Flan.
ders, which pleas’d me no whit atall. And I do defend it
againft chem, that if there have been fome Soldier-like Info.
lence and Violence, that that was nothing bat {weet-{melling
Rofes, in refpeét of the intolerable Excefles which they have
committed : and alfo at the leaft, that we have not had on
our part any Infidelity, or Treafon, or Intelligence with the
Spaniards, asour Enemics on their part have hads For have
not they, againft their Faith and Promife, with an armed

Power begun a War, and affaulted their Con-
The beginning  federates, when we were within two days rea-
of the War of dy to give battel to our Enemies ¢ Have |
the Malecon- not they purfu’d the Execution of their Com-
tents, even then plot and Confpiracy againit their Confederates,
when they were and declar’d their Defettion and Falling away
ready within  at that time, when the good Town of Aaef-

two days ta  tricht was belieg’d ? 'Was there ever any de-
drive away t:ftable and vile A<t in the world, and 1s 1t not
Don John. this? Even then, when you your felves look'd

for the Forces and Powers of your Confede-
rates, to fuccour a good Town befleg’d, with which they were
entred into a fworn L:ague ; and of which they could not 1n
any fort either wrongfully or rightfully complain: even then
I fay, they did not only defert and forfake you, but alfo
madf[ war upon you, and that as hotly and fiercely as they
could.

The Hiftories report, that Suffetims was drawn in preces
with four Horfes, bzcaufe he ftir’d not, but only look'd og,
when Tullus Hoflilins, his Confederate, fought the Field, Then
what Gibbsts and what Punithments can a Man devife, which

might bs fudicient to correét this Unfaithfulnefs and ’I‘realﬁn ;
| n
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tnd whofe Treafon ? Thofe (my Lords) who

wfore had Jaid their hands apon the Count of TheContinuance
wansfelt, Viglist, Fone, Aflonuille, Berti, and o- during the
ders of the Council of Eftate, then when I Siege of

qas not fo ftraitly bound unto them, as finceI Maeftricht.
uve been, and wasnot yat come into Brabant :

Thofe, I fay, that by fuch laying hands upon them, had given
il the world to underftand, what Judgments they had con-
erning the King and his Council : leaving it to you (my
lords) to judg, what great Confideration there is in fuch
People, who, whilft we make war, cannot forefee that they
harpen the Swords of thofe whom they had taken Prifonzys,
o take away their own Heads. They will fay, that I have
ot thew’d my felf to be an Enemy againft them of our fide,
iho have pafs’d the Bounds fzt them. Verily I have not ap-
rov’d the Excefs of any ; but do they think thatI am {o un-
nry, asthat for tofhew them a Pleafure, I willopena gap
wthe Deftruétion of the Country, and fo make Efcoveds a
rophet ? Have they ever heard that a wife Father, for the
sntentment of his Enemy, would feek the Ruin of his Chil-
en? Nay, rather this 1s his Duty, to correét the Faults,
d in amending of them, to labour the Preflervation of his
imily and Houthold.

But Bours, Montigni, and others, do not they know the Du-
s that I have perform'd, to eftablifh every thing in good
vler 7 Have they forgotten the Articles agreed upon, even
ih as they themlelves é’emanded, and which fince that tume
ey have broken againft their Oith? It is then Rage,
lly, Ambition, Hatred againft tke Religion, and Deiire
pgovern, which hath carry’d away their I-fearts, and toffed
bm as it were with madnefs 3 and which hath firft moved
em, and which fince that time they have cover’d with the
bke of the Pacification of Ghent. For I know (my Lords)
w hardly they were diftrefs’d, and what labour they took

) cloke and colour their Enterprife 5 and that a fimple Cap-
in, did in this Counfel open a Gap unto them, who was im-
diately follow’d.

lknow, that fundry will think it 2 new and firange thing,
at Children of fo good a Houfe, iffuing from fuch Fathers,
ild fo far forget t emfelves, as to heap up fuch Reproaches
on their own Stock 3 yea fome, I think, will think it unbe-
wable, that ever there could be found- fuch great Incon-
ey in them : and for my own part, 1 cannot chufe but
greatly forry for it, by reafon of the Good Will and Reve-
1icc which I have born to their Fathers, and the Defire
lich [ have had to fe: them advanc’dinall Virtue, Honour,

L1 and
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and Reputation (which thing théy might have attain’d, if
they had only Jearn’d to forbear but a little while, and to bear
fome part of the Mifery of their Country). and I'would yet
indeed defire, that they might become fo wife, that by a
good Repentance they might amend the Faults paft. But to
the end that I may not {peak of [undry their particular Agi-
ons, which are not come to the fight of all the world, an
are notwithftanding full of Inconftancy and Lightnefs ; if we
comes to confider that which every one knoweth, and is laid
out beforethe eyes of all the world, who is he that can fuff
ciently enough marvel at tie Inconitancy and Vanity of thei
Refolutions 2 They ferved the Duke of 4lva, and the great
Commandador, as Servants or Pages, and they made war againft
mec withall extremity. A little while afterwards they treated
with me, and reconciled themielves; and then, lo, they werg
the Spaniards Enemies. Don John came, they follow him, they
ferve him, and they endeavour and prattife my Deftruttion
Don %ohn fail’d in his Entcrprifes concerning the Catfile of
Antwerp 5 incontinently they forfake him and call me: I wa
no fooner come, butcontrary to their Qath, without commu
nicating any thing thereof, either to you (my Lords) or tg
me, they call my Lord s/atthiss the Archduke. He being
come, - they {aw that they could not come to their mark]
therefore they left him, and withour advertifing him ang
thing at all thereof, they goto feck my Lord the Duke of
Anpu: They bring him in, and they promife him wonderfu
things. They faw that they could not bring him to thi
point, to make him a Captain againft you (my Lords) ang
them of the Religion; then they left him, and join’d themy
felvesto the Prince of Parma. Are there any Waves of th
Sea'more inconftant? 1s there any * Zurips
* It # apart more uncertain than the Counfels ot fuchPeof

of the Sea, ple, who think that they are fo highly fet, i§
which flows - much lifc.d up, and {o frrengthned, that i
ven times a fhould be lawful for them to play and dally 1§
day with fuch  fuch furc with Princes of fuch Quality ang
great force, Calling 2 If thenthey have done fuch thin

that it carvies  (as all the world knowech they have) afur
Soivs with your felves, that there 15 nothing fo hight an
Jull Sail a- vain, buc they will enterprife- and attempt 1§

gainft theWind,  And what could they have commitred mor

grievous, thanto have confented to this wicke
Profcription, which was fram’d againft his Head an Lig
who had help'd and heabd theirs, and caus’d their Poficiios
and Goods to be reftor’d to the principal amongic then

And believe (my Lords) that thisis not the laft Pranhtac
wil
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gill play. ~ For tho they fhould very quickly confefs it (which
thing I''alfo defire) yet fhall you find them more than' ten
times chanige their Horfe and their Saddle, before this bufinefs
be rid and ended. S
- As concerning that which they obje&t againft me, That I
wufed my felf by Force and 1umult to be chofen Governour of Brabant:
You (my Lords) do remember, that I never f{pake to you
thercof, and that I have not any manner of way provok’d you
thereto. And on the contrary fide, you remember, I hope,
the great  withftanding that Iufed, and my plain Declarations
and Speeches made to the contrary. And alfo
s concerning the Eftate of Lieutenant Gene- The Effate of
ial, that I meant to have had the Advice and Governour of
Confent of the Governours which were in the Brabant and
Army, and which being very fhortly after tu- Lieutenant
multuou{ly and diforderly handled (I mind not Gereral.
sow to tell by whofe fault) was fent me, even
i yet I haveit, fign’d with their own hands. Now, if fom:?
of the People prefer’d dnd promoted this Choice, and vet I
neither intreated nor provoked them thereto, fhall T miflike
them therefore? Nay, rather I am inforc’d to confefs, that
they were more wife, and better forefeeing to the Affairs of -
this Cotintry, than I was atthat time. Forthey well under-
food, that 1f they fhould leave the handling of the Matters,
and the Adminiftration of the publick Caufe, in the hands of
thefe Men, who were become Spaniards as it were, and fo
greatly affeéted towards them; it fhould be nothing elfe, but
tobuild upon the Quickfand, a Groundwork not ftrong enough

to fet fuch a Frame and Building upon. And

tis as true that they fay, That by the Tu-
mults of Ghent,- I was chofen Governour of
flanders 3 for it bewrayeth a very Ignorance
of our Affairs: hecaufe thatthe four Members
or Parts of that Province did chufe me, not
once, but fundry times; and that not while
the Tumults lafted, but fince that the Matters

The Govern-
ment of Flan-
ders offer’d to
the Ld Prince,
and yct not
accepteds

were well quiet=d : yea, and they themfclves have oftentimes
fued for it, both to meand to you, and yet at this prefent X

have not minded to accept it.

_Alfo Ido not (iny Lords) think it reafona-
ble to anfwer concerning the Means and Mo-
ny levied by you ; and which, according to
four Advice, were govern’d under your Au-
thority, by your Treafurcrs, Commifhioners,
and Receivers; without thatl, or any of mine,
i} ever fee penny thercots  But if any muft

Ll 2

Of the Monys
levied by my)
Lords the E-
Jiatesy and
liw they werd
diflvibuted.

W&
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be blam’d for it, itis the Enemy himfelf, who hath infore'd
vou to ufe and feek means for your own Defences Andif he
to the end he may execute mifchief, exercife Tyranny, and
opprefs.your Liberty, do beftow fo great and exceffive Charge
and Expences ; why fhould not you beftow fome Coft, to do
good things, to reprefs the Tyrant,” and to preferve your Pri-
vileges and your Liberty, which cannot be valued ¢ Andif
the matter be, to give upall that we have, even to the utter-
moft Farthing, and to the laft drop of our Blood; what
fhould we do, but that whereunto we are holden and bound,
and whereof we have in antient Hiftories fo many goodly
Examples, as well of Strangers, as of our brave and valiant
Predeceflors and Anceftors ? But fo far off it is, that we
thould leave off, that on the other fide, feeing we fee that
which pricketh and provoketh them, that that is it which
we fhould take unto our felves, thereby to endeavour and to
encourage our felves to go forward. For toanfwer that which
he faith, that I have committed to prifon, and caus’d to be
flain, fome of them that gainfaid thefe Contributions; I fup-
pofe it is not nzedful to anfwer them to this, before you (my
f.ords) who know that thefe are manifeft Slanders ; and who
know aMo, that I have been more blam’d for my over-great
Gentlenefs and Patience, 1n tolerating, fundry wicked Perfons,
who by their Subtilties and fecret Praétices, hinder our Af-
fairs, than I have been accus’d of mine Enemy, for my Rigor
and Hardnels. But it that which they objeét againft me
were trus, there are fundry which fpeak at this day very high,
and for whofe fake the Threds and Snares have been cut:
and I do notwithftanding as vet not repent me, that I have
fo ufed them, but will always rejoice, that I have had a Mind
ready rather to receive Injury than do it 3 not doubting but
that God, who is a juft Judg, will bring upon the heads of
thefe traitorous and difloyal People (who did eat Bread with
us, and were Partakers ot our Counfels, and notwithftanding
at this prefent are in Counfel againft us) the Reward and
Recompence of their Wickednels, as already Vengeance pur-
fueth them, with a perpetual Difquietude, Vexation, and
tofling of Spirit.
As concerning the Bufinefs or Matter which
The Negotia-  tue Lord of Seelles took upon him to deal for,
tion of the and which alfo was known to be full of Diffimu-
Ld of Seclles. lations and Deccits j toanfwer this, it apper-
taineth to you (myLords) who have fo wilely
difcover’d his Frauds, and’ who have caus’d him to underftand,
chat thofe who have mot feen Spain, are not for all that Beaft,
2 he ani fuch as he are, do fuppofe: To you, I fay, h;"
N2 CNN
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msgeth to. anfwer this, becaufe that this Accufation is direéted
gainft you. I confels, that I wasof the fame mind that you
re, that he was no more to be trufted, than a Beguiler and
eceiver 3 and that he was to be taken, as an Inftrliment
tofen to bring all to Divifion and Diforder: upon which
oint to refolve my felf, no man help’d me, fo much as he
imfelfe For in that he told me, that I was o much in the
ling’s Favour, as that there was no Lord in thefe Quarters
f whom he had better opinion than of me, and whom he
woild employ fo much as me: this made me more and more
nthink, that they would gladly have taken away my Head
ud Life, 1t I would have let it gone fo very cheap, as this
fellow fo greatly affected to the Spamiards, would have per-
lnded me.

[ confefs, I fay, tkat I was of the felf-fame opinion that
mwere; and that you have moft wifely refolv’d upon this
pint, to wit, that according to the Example of that wife
(aptain, you have ftop’d your ears againft the Sirens or Mer-
pids of Spain. But what fay I, that I have been of this
Mvice? Thofe miferable Men who have confented to this
fed Profcription, have not they alfo refifted his Attempts
swell as T2 The very felf-fame Magiftrates, who have
ws’d this Profcription to be publifh’d, have not they alfo
tected the Lord of Seelles, and all his trifling Tales ? which
ifuicient enough to anfwer that which they

by, concerning the changing of the Cathalick Of- The changing of
: the Officers.

Se

And would to God that I had had power,
rthat by the Headlongnefs or Haftinefs of fome, 1 had not
tn lett and  hinder’d from procuring and performing {uch a
lange in every place : for then there had not follow’d fo
jeat 2 Flood of Evils, as fince we have feen, by reafon ot
¥ Disjun¢tion and Difcord of the Provinces ; which it 1s to
tfear’d, left it will daily more and more grow, to the ge-
tl Deftruttion of the Country ¢ at the leaft 1 hope, that
ithe Provinces, who have fo wickedly forfaken ns, do not
:nt them of fo greata Fault, theyfhall perceive that there
5 never any Man better correéted for wicked Counfel,
nthey that have firft given the fame. And goncerning
%point, T will not ftick at it to anfwer this Slander, that 1
we, and that by my own private Authority, putinto Charge
% Office the faid Officers; feeing that in evary place,
here I have been affiftant in the changing of the Law, I
e therein executed only that Charge and Othce, which it
th pleas’d you to give mea, and that as your Commithoncr
4 Deputy, “doing nothing therein againtt the Laws and Pri-
L. | 3 \‘314.:5(‘;;.
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vileges. Indeed I will confefs, that I fought as much as Poff
blyf ¢onld, to bring in and to place in thefe Oifices Virtuoys
People,. honourablie Perfonages, Men of good Confcience
and-‘.'g'ﬁoxre all Lovers of the Country. But I know wha;’.
wringeth and pricketh them, that is, that I did not willingly
favour thofe, whom they had intheir own Cord, People wigh,
out Faith, witbout Godhinefs and Honefty towards their Coun
try 3 yea, bloody People, and Slaves to execute their Tyl
ranny. Ani this 1s that (my.Lords) which thefe Men ¢
Confufion, to wit, the good Rule and Government of g
Commonwealth, according to our Laws, which alfo are a§
contrary to their barbarous Intents and Purpofes, as the D;
15 to the Night. And indeed (my Lords) there is no gre;j
need to anfwer fuch Objeltions, feeing that our awn Enen
doth futhciently anfwer them for us. For who were the[j
Officers, of whom they fay, we have difcharg’d . and unby
den’d our fclves ¢, They were ({ay they) wed affelted to the Kin
Which is as much as if they fhould fay, they were Ep
mies to the Country. And by this (my Lords) you unde
ftand, chat it was very well done to change them in funds
Places and Quarters. | |
They upbraid me, with the great Credit that I have among
the People. - So far off is it, that X am atham’d of this, chat
am very forry that I have not as yet attain’d more 3 that
to fay, that I have not well known how to pe
Touching the . f{uade them to do that, which I have o ofte
authority of . times fet before them, both by Word a
the Ld Prince  Writing, For it.is long time fince, that
amongst &he would, thro the Aid of God, havecleansd t
People. Country from. thefe Filths of Spain. But
.. they be fuchas ‘they fay they are, and that
am {uch a one as they defcribe me to be (for to fhew the
fome pleafure, Y will eafily grant them this point) they m
of neceffity confefs, that their Tyrannies and Crueltics h
been wonderfully excelfive and outrageous in all forts, in th
they have incur’d fuch a general Hatred of all that Peopl
who before were fo well affected, and have been fo loyala
faithful to their Predeceflors, and even unto them, befo
fuch Exceffes were committed : and onthe other fide, that
the People have willipgly chofen me to be the Claimerd
Challenger of their Liberty, what other thing can men {2
what Mhull the ftrange Nation fpeak, and what fhall Polter
report, but this, That there was in me fomething wort
of Favour and Friendfhip, and in them {omewhat worthy
extrema Hatved ? Iconf fs then, that I am, and that @ w
" Ly Life long be popular j that is to fav, that I will pt
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fie, maintain, and def:nd your Liberty and your Privilegss.
Thus you fee, how thef: wife Brains are utterly void of com-
mon Wit and Underftanding, and how that even then when
they blame me, they praife me. True it is, that five or fix
il-advis’d Perfons gather’d together, heing thz Enemies of
jour Laberty, whofe Counlels, Imaginations, anl fecret
Thoughts, tend altogether to this, to feek out the ways to
make you fubjelt to their Tyranny, which fhould be more
cuel, or at the leaft more unworthy and more flavith, than
that of the Spaniards hath been ¢ that thefe Men, 1 fav, mea-
fire the Brain of all the world by the ElIl of thzir own
Underftanding, and think that every onc will condemn that
s evil, which they judg to be fo. But when the whole
matter fhall be weigh’d at the common Beam anl! Balance,
then they fhall find that they have greatly mifreckon’d them-
elves. For he whom they juds unworthy to live, that he
might profit the Commonwecalth (for what other thing is the
Commonwealth than the Good of all the People) they will
make him, thro their own Folly, fo much the more ho-
pour’d, as the Pcople themfelves will more eftecem of him
who maintaineth them, than of him who would oppre(s them,

I cannot alfo fufficiently wonder at that,
which they themfelves have here forgotten; The regaid
yet fundry bafe, but wicked Writers, have rhat the Lord
lyingly putdown, in their fond Libels of De- Prince hath
famation againft me, to wit, That I bate Nobi- always bud of
iy, For fhall [ begin this Hatrad at my felf, Nobility.
my Kinsfolks, and Friends, who are (thanks
be to God for it) alldefcended of 2 noble and famous Race,
and that fo antient, and of fuch great Riches and Dignities,
thatI am not afraid to athrm, that fundry of mine Enemies
cannot with any good right prefer themfelves before us, and
few amongft them fhall be found, that may be made equal
withus? But Experience hath declar’d, whather T do not
that which is in my power for the Advancenient of Noblemen.
Now, if T have long time ago forefeen, that certain ambi-
tions Heads (who fince that time have forfaken us) would 70
about to take pofleflion of certain Governmentsand Charges,
that fo they might afterward abandon the Country, and fal-
ify their Oath: if, I fay, 1 have known their Fightnels,
Vanity and Inconftancy, and their Attection alfo ten hing to
Tyranny, and therefore meant not to tavour them, and (o
by that means [ have help'd to preferve the hetrer and rhe
areater, and the more found pare of our Eftates 1 have not
for alt that hated and defpis’d Nobility, but meant by good
Counlel to prevent the Defrrutiton of the Counry, which
.14 mig ht
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might have follow'd. If their Fathers, who were more wife
more valiant, and more vertuous than they, and with whon;
I have liv’d in fuch good Friendthip; if, I fay, they were
now alive, they would die with grief, fceing their Stock fo
much degenerating from the Conftancy and Vertue of their
Anceftors, who liv’d fo honourably and without reproach:
If they faw, I fay, that there 15 at this day no Country, where-
in they are not counted for inconftant People, and great
Coops-men : If they faw, even the Spaniards whom they ferve,
and the Cardinal (who 15 the Hinge, yea the Spindle where.
upon the Mill turneth) to play with them, as it were with
a Ball, to make them as it were little Children, to lead them
by the nofe like Beafts 3 and to uphold them, till it be time

to demand again their Pittures, Infiruments,
The Cardinal  Tapeftry, and other Movables, which they

writeth to have taken away ; and even fo far, till they
Morillon, come to the point to be led to the flaughter,
that it # not  even.as it appeareth by his own Letters writ-
yet time to ten with hisown Hand, which you (my Lords)

caufe Bourfe  have feen and do know. If they faw thefe
and others o things, I fay, what would they then do?
yield an ac- And becaufe that mine Enemy (as tho he
counte  did diftruft his own Authority, and that he
doubted whether the weight of his own Titles
would be fufficient to intrap me) proceedeth yet further,
and joineth the Emperor’s Authority to them, and the Credic
alfo of certainof my Lords the Ecclefiaftical
The Treaty of Eleétors ; faying, That they had propounded fuch
Cologn. veafonable Articles, as every man of good Fudgment
would deem them to be fuch : he knew not (ina |
word, my Lords) to fpcak more than you. What, fay I you?
Nay, than all the Inhabitants of thefe Countrys, who did
with one voice refufe the faid Articles, as impertinent, cap-
tious, and unreafonable, being without Judgment, and voud
of Reafon. But whomball they be able to perfuade, thata
People beaten with fuch long War (which cannot be without
a million of Inconveniences) would refufe a Peace, if it were
reafonable ? Or that good, yea very good Subjeéts, and fuf-
fering, veri:cmuch, would refufe toagree with their Superior,
except it be, when they fece that fuch Agreementsare baus
to catchthem? Sucha Peace is worfe than War, and fuch
fweet Hony of the Tongue is more to be doubted than the
fteely Edg of Swords. It iay be, that the Emperor, who
thinketh tuch a Condition and State to be fic in his own Lands
that come to him by Patrimony, holdeth an opinion that 1ts
(hould be likewile properand fit for us here, The Emperor
| WS
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was advertis'd of our State by our Enemics, and by the Trai-
tors which were amongft us ; who alfo under the colour of an
Embafly to Colen, aflay’d to deftroy alf our Matters. The
Emperor inform’d other Princes, who trufted to his Report,
thinking that that which came from this part, was an Ora-
cle.

But you { my Lords ) who know the depth of the State of
thefe Countries, the Commodities or Difcommodities, the
true Caufes of the upholding, or of the ruin thereof; who
have alfo much to lofe therein; who alfo are bound by ali
Laws to the Prefervation thereof, have otherwife judg’d of
thofe Articles: All the People was ask’d their Advice therein
and they did all, with one Confent, reject thofe Conditions as
over-unreafonable : and this was done, not in one Town only,
but in all.  True it is, that we befought the Emperor’s Ma-
iefty, the French King, the Queen of England, and the King of
Povsugal, to intreat for us, that a good Peace might be

ranted us : but to take that, as tho we had fubmitted our
elves unto them, we fuppofe not that any Wife man would
fo think.

And as concerning that forbidding, which they fay was made, con-
cerning the Publication of the faid Articles : Your TPatience and
Gentlenefs ought greatly to be prais’d, when you did not open-
ly and for an Example caufe fuch to be punifh’d,who were {o rafh
as to publifh the fame without your leave : and fo far off is it,
that we fear’d the communicating, divul-
ging, and publifhing of them, that on the The Lord Piince
contrary {ide, we caus’d them to be printed, hinder’d not the
with the Declarations of their infufhciency, Communicating of
and they were fent thorow all the Provinces the Articles of
and Towns, that they might be deliberated  Colen ¢to the Pec-
uFon, and that the Advice and Refolution ple.
of all might be had. But there is great
ditterence between a thing communicated in order, by the
way of Right, and by the Authority of them, which have
power fo to do: and between this, that certain little Scouts
fhould privily caft amongit the People, certain little Pamph-
lets, as fome of them which were fent to Colen about your
Service, caus’d under-hand, and clolely to pafs forth thofe
things which they had negotiated, and treated of with the
Enemy, wherein they betray’d both you and the Country, as
more largely appeareth by their own L:tters; whereot 1 will
not {peak any further, becaufe that all 1s fet abroad, and brought
to every man’s iight,

They
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‘ - - They think the Union of the Provinces
The Unin of the maxde at Utrecht, to beiwonderfully w.i.cked’
Provinces made at  and evile And why {o? Becauls that a|
the time of the fe- that which is good for us, isevil for them:
paration of Artois and that which is healthtul for us, is de:ldlw;
and Haynault. for them. They had fet all their hope upon
a Difcord and Difagreement ; and they had
provok’d thereto fome of the Provinces, who have had as
many Deliberations and Counfels, as there are months in a
vear : befides, they had at their Commandment certain peitis
fent Fellows amongft us. What Remedy then could a Man
devife better againit Diffen{ion than Union? And what Coun.
terpoifon more certain againft their Venom of Difcord, than
Concord? By means whereof, their Purpofes, their Treache-
ries, their Night-Counfels, their Secret Intelligences, were
all at one time f{catter’d abroad; God ( who 15 the God of
Peace and Concord ) declaring thereby how much he hateth
fuch deceitful Tongues, and how he can eaiilly overthrow fuch
falfe and abominable Enterprizes.

You fee ( my Lords) that I give them a fair and large Field
to cry out againft me, and to fcorn at me. I confels unto
them, that I have procur’d the Union ; that I have advancd
and promoted the fame ; that I have endeavour’d to main-
tain 1t3 and I tell you (my Lords) yet, and I fpeak it very
plainly, and loud, that I like it well, that {o not only they,
but alfo all Europe thould underftand it. Maintain your Union;
kezp your Union, but do it, butdo it indsed (my Lords) that
fo you may execute, not in Words, nor by Writing only, but
in Effaft alfo, that which your fheaf of Arrows, tied with one
Bani only, doth mean ; which Sheaf you bear in your Seal.
Let them go now and accufe me, that 1 have brought all to
confufion.when I procur’d the Unjon; for the doing of which
matcter, I will never bluth. For 1f under the thadow of a
Peace, they would bring forth unto us a Divifion ; if they
would affemble them(tlves, one while at Arras, another while
at Mons, giving us always fair words; and that to this end,
that they might funder themfelves from us, and fo draw by
their Cords unto themfelves, light-headed Fellows like unto
themfclves: Wherefore fhould it not be lawtul for us, on our
own behalfs, to join and tic our felves together 2 Unlels (as
it may be) they think that they are permatted to do Evil, and
to abandon the Country : Aund when, I pray you? Even when
Maeftricht was befieg’d ( Will not ye, O ye poor People, feel,
when ye fhall read thefe things, the hot Iron which fhall burn
your Confcience ?) and that it was not lawful for us then to do
2ood, and to heal the Country. Let us then here (my Lords)

lcarn
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learn. that which is profitable and neceflary for us to learn g
and let us learn it of the greateft Enemy. that ever the Ceun-
try had, yea of the greateft Tyrant of the whole Earth.
They objett unto me afterwards a horri- ‘
ble Crime, anl worthy forfooth of this more Concerning the Voy-
great Profcription, than that which was pro-  gge of the Lord
gounc’d by Sylle and Carbay that is; that I Prince into Ove-
departed not out of Antwerp for two years fpace, ryffel,An,1580,
and that I went to Utrecht. A Man may
eafily fee, that they know very well what I doj; as tho, that
to- their very great forrow and grief, I.had not in thofe two
years fpace travell’d twice into Flanders, where by the Aid of
the. four Members or Parts of that Province, I placd better
Order in the {aid Country, than they would or with’d, But
go to; let us grant that I did not for two years {pace toge-
ther go out of Antwerp : Was not this a great fault to be al-
ways nigh unto you, that I might the better ferve you in
every thing, which it pleas’d you to command me? But I
went to Utrecht 3 behold (my Lords ) the Evil ; behold the
Boil or Sore, for this is the Voyage that woundeth them, even
to the Heart. They had before-hand fo wifely purpos’d their
Matters : they had laid fo fure a Foundation for their Affairs
and Bufinefs: they pleas’d themfelves fo much therein: they
writ thereof to their Friends: they held in their hands fo ma-
ny Countrizs and Governments : they had written fo many
Letters; and had us’d {o many Hirings, fecret Inticements,
and open Praétices, as they thought all to be fure their own 3
and yet I coming only to thew my felf at Usrecht, with the
sood Affiftance and Counf:] of my Lords, the Deputies of the
Provinces ; behold that great Mift or Fog was vanifh’d away ;
fo many Caftles as they had referv’d for their Tyranny, were
beaten down ; and fo many of our own Towns affur’d to us;
they having for all; no other thing left unto them, but one
qaly Town of Importance, wherein was the Captain of: the
Eurerprize : Whieh Town, notwithitanding he knew not
how to fubjzét to his Command, but by an abominable
Murder of onz whom he call’d his Father ; who the Evening
hefore had {at at his Table, he, as a fudas, dealing with him un-
der a falle Kifs. And this (my Lords) is the Caufc that maketh
them cry fo loud, yea, this 15 the Zelena for which they fight.
And as concerning that which they objeét
againft me, that I have driven out fome of the Touching the Priefls
Ecclefiaftical Perfons or Church-meny you (my driven out of the
Lords)know that this is not true. But when  Country of Fricfe-
their Captain, who 1s 1n Gronmgen, had ta- land.
kin Prifoners fome of the Religion, and

‘had
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kad murder'd otherfome ; yea, the very Burﬁ)omaﬁer, and af
this, contrary unto his Oath: having alfo betore-time brought
in, and fivorn unto, the New Religton (as they call it ) and
having folemnly, and that with his Oath, and his Sign, and
his Seal confirm’d the Union of Utrecht. All thefe things con.
fider’d, who is he that will think it ftrange, if thofe on our
fide, meant what they could, on their own parts to affure them.
felves, feeing that they faw the Enemies, without any reve-
vence to their Qath taken, to tread under their feet all holy
and facred Things, and with f{uch a perpetual Reproach to
them and their Race; to have violated and broken whatfoever
Jultice and Equity doth as yet remain in the World ? And
this we may fay at the leaft, that no Man can juftly charge
us, that in the mudft of thofe Troubles, which our Enemies
themfelves have ftir’d up, that ever any of our fide proceeded
or came to fuch a heap of Injuftice, as to wet their hands in
the Blood of thofe that were confederate to them, or of thofe
which ftay’d themfelves upon their Fidelities: which thing
their Captains have ccllone, yea, and that with their own
hands.
Concerning certdin Concerning the Nobles, which he faith,
Noblemen that de-  bhave withdrawn themfelves out of the Country;
parted out of Frief- who is he which ever drove out {fo mach as
land. one of them?  But if the Terrors of their
own Conlciences have purfu'd them, and
that they have been vex'd by their own feeling, which (as it
were infernal and hellith Furies) hath chas’d them from place
to place, who ought to be accus’d therefore, but only they
themfelves, who fecretly, difloyally and unfaithfully have prac-
tis’d the Deftruétion of their own Country? And would to
God that they had fooner felt this burden, and that they
which remain, and are overtaken with the like madnefs, might
follow them even at the heels ; fo thould they deliver us from
great Travel, and the Commonwealth from- Fear, left fome
onc;. tine or other they fhould execute their pernicious Pur-
ofcs,
¥ It is a ridiculous and fond thing, that
The roundnefs and they call me Hypocrite, who never, in re-
plainnefs of the Ld  fpett of them, have us'd any Difimulation,
Prince. For while I was their Fricnd, I have freely
tforetold them, that they twifted the Thread
of their own Deftrultion, whilft that they attempted and took
thefe barbarous ways of perfecuting, And if their Rage and
unmeafurable Heat, joyn’d with a contempt of us, had not
hinder’d them trom following my Counfel, they had not been

brought to that dtate, in which they are at this prefent, thrl:
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| was their Adverfary and Enemy for your Liberty, I know not
what Hypocrify they have found in me, unlefs they will call
this Hypocrify, to make open War upon them, to take Towns
ffom them, to drive them out of the Country; and without
lifembling, to do againft them whatfogever the Law of War
uffer’d me. But, if it pleafe you (my Lords) once again to
read my Defence, which I publifh’d three years ago, you fhall
e there the Letters of a King, who is a Deceiver and an Hy-

crite, and who thought to catch me then in the Snare of his
weet and deceivable Letters, as he fuppofeth at this prefent
to aftonith me with his Threats and Thunders of Words: But,
thanks be to God, I have a Counterpoifon againft both the
one and the other Venom.

They proceed afterwards with a great
heap of foolifh Words to amplify this mat- 2%he Lord Prince
ter, that I ftay and ground my felf upon a certain accus’d of Diff-
Difidence and Diftrufi. Tho I did fo, thould dence or Diftrujt.
/I be for all that, like unto Cain and Fudas,
“3s he accufeth me ? No verily : For it is one thing to defpair
of the Promifes, and of the Grace of God, who cannot lie;
and another thing not to believe the Words of a fubtle and
deceitful Man, who keepeth not Faith or Loyalty, as the poor
Moors of Granada may {peak too much thereof: And alfo, asthe
Death of the Lords, the Counts of Egmont and Horne, of blef-
fed Memory, do give fufficient proof thereof. But if thefe
good Divines, fuch as the Cardinal is (who is one of the
Foundations of his Church) had thorowly founded for the true
and nigh Caufe of the Ruin and Fall of Fudass and Cain, they
thould have found, that it was Defpair, towhich by the Grace
of God I have not been brought, and I hope never fhall be.
On the other fide, if Men would look upon the monftrous
and thundring Speeches which are us'd, in this not Barbarous
only, but more than Turkith Profcription: fhall they not find
therein the very Stile of defperate perfons, fuch as we hear
the Poets ufe, when they bring in furious and mad Men?
They then have the fear'd Conlcience of Fudas, the aftonifh’d
Confcience of Cain, and the reprov’d Confcience of Saul.  You
lee notwithftanding (my Lords) the great Wifdom of thefe
Wife Heads : Difthdence or Diftruft, fay they, is a common
thing to all wicked perfons. But I {peak unto thee (O Car-
dinal) who haft fpent {o much time in the Schools; and I bid
thee tell me, whether thou call not this Learning, to wit, to
be from a man’s Youth infiruéted to lie and deceive ? ¥ de-
mand then of thee, what thou wilt anfwer to the moft ftrong
and fententious of all Orators, and to the greateft Lover of

his Country, who faith ‘as I have underftood it from my Youth
by
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by all learned Men ) that the areateft and fureft Fortrefs that
a free People can have againft a Tyrant, is Dithdence and Di-
fruft ? And this Speech was directed againft one call’d Ppi.
lip, who had learn’d but a little Tyranny, in refpeét of chy
Lord Philip, who exceedeth all other Tyrants, and for whom
no Oration pronounc’d againft Philip 1s ‘{ufficicnrly worthy
no not that, which for the Excellency of it 1s cali’d Divines
I know thou wilt advife and take counfcl concerning this mat-
ter, and in the mean while I will fpeak, I will write, and I
will caufe to be ingrav’d in every place this notable Sentence,
worthy of eternal Remembrance : And would to God that |
might be better believ’d, than that good Orator wasamongft
his People, who fuffering themfelves to be bufied and abus’d,
by People like unto thy felf, and other fuch wretched work-
ers of Confufion ( which are at thy Command, and -ave (et
on Sale their Tongucs and Pens) were at the lalt (nar’d, and
utterly brought to Confufion. But I hope (my Lords) better

things of your Conftancy and Courage.
“And as good Orators do always keep to-

The Offers which wards the end fome ftrong and piercing
the Enemies fay  Reafon; and as good Captains, leave their
bave been made to  beft Soldiers in the laft Ranks; fo thefe
the L. Prince, to. ° $kilful and fo much exercis’d Men, come at

caufe him to depart  the laft to entangle and fnare me with the

out of the Country. ~ weight of a great and grievous Reproach. |

They bave offer’d me (they fay) great Commodi-

tics, to the end that I might depart to the place where I was born, |

where every one ought to defire moft to live, to the which I meant not to
confent. 'What could they fay (my Lords) which might make
more for me than this? Confider, I pray you, their folly, or
their thamelefnefs. For this muft needs be, either that they
fpaak fhamelefly, or elfe that they are fo void of good under-
ftanding, that they praife me, when they think to blame meq
It is a picafant thing for every one to live 1n bis own Country : W here-
fore then doth this curfed Race of Spaniards go from Country
to Country, to torment and to trouble all the World ? But if,
in refpeet of fo many Bonds, as L am bound unto you by, [

refer your Service (as Xought) before the Country wherein

was born: Am I therefore to be counted a Trattor, and a
wicked Man, and the publick Plague of the World? Anid yet
notwithffanding, you know, that ever fince 1 was eleven of
twelve years old, I have been nourif’d and brought up &
mmongft you, and not elfewhere, imfomach that this Country
is become as it were my natural Country. If then they have
taade me fundry Promifes ; if they have offer’d me (as they
fay ) great Commodities, and I have notwithftanding refu-
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the fame ; what can they condemn in me, except it be my
Conftancy and Fidelity towards God and the Country, which
I have prefer’d before all the Goods in the World? Think
not' ( my Lords ) that I love to be fo continually occupy’d in
Travel and Labour, or like to hear fo many wicked Speeches.
and Slanders on the behalf of mine Adverfaries 3 and (which
is more), that I would hear them of them that ought to be my
Friends, and are bound unto me; or that I take delight to be
fo long time depriv’d of nmy Goods; to fee my Son fo long
kept in cruel Prifon; to behold my felf charg'd with fuch in-
finite Debts, and yet fhould be able to put an end to fo great
Difficulties and Diltrefles, and would not 3 or that I fhould
not be like unto other Men of the Earth, who all prefer
Quictnefs before Travel, and Profperity before Affition.
But what? If I cannot obtain fuch Blefings, and fo bleffed
a condition without betraying you, without forfaking you,
without giving you over (as much as might be) for a Prey in-
to the Teeth of thefe bloody Wolves: Let the reft of the
World pardon me ( for I know that you approve me, and that
I need no excufe before you) if I will not, either for Goods,
or for Life, or for Wife, or for Children, mingle in my Drink
one only drop of the Poifun of Treafon. But fo long as it
fhall pleafe God to give me any drop of Blood, one penyworth
of my Goods, any Underftanding, Indufiry, Credit and Autho-
rity, how {mall foever it bz; 1 will imploy, I will dedicate,
and I will confecrate the fame wholly unto your Service. Not-
withftanding, feeing they upbraid me with fuch things, I will
yet tell yvou (my Lords ) that thzy have not done any fuch
thing, without borrowing fomewhat of the Truth, and going
beyond it alfo, according to their good Cuftom. For fuch
Offers as they ipeak of, were as yet never made me 5 not but
that I have been well and furely advertis’d, that I could not
demand any thing in refpect of mine own particular, but thac
they would vicld the fame unio me  that rhey would promife
to fet my don at liberty, ro leave him all my Eftates; to afl-
fign unto me m Germany 1O much Goods as T have here, as well
i refpeet of that which 1 podcfs, a, of that which is held
trom me 5 to difcharge me of my Lebts, which are very great,
and to give me 1 ready Com a Miliion of Moncy, and gool
Affurances tor all thete things,

CThele be (my Lords) tie moolly Offers which have eafily
turn’d thom atide, which are departed away from use But o
far of 5 it, that {uch Coulitons wele otfer’d unto me, that
on the other fule, they never knew, cither by the Letters of
the Emp 1or’s Ambatlador, or by his focret Practices with fome
of my Scrvants, and tundry of my ncareft Kinstolks, or by

the
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the Letters of the Commiffioners, how to get this only at my
hand, to wit, that I fhould fend particalar Articles, and that
in my own Name: But I have always an{wer’d, That if the

cace might be concluded, as you (my Lords) demanded it,
I fhould be fatished : I not minding to have any other con.
dition, either Good or Evil, than that which you accepted
of ; nor yet minding, neither dire:tly nor indireétly, to funder
my {clf from the common Caufe ; upon which Idid judg, that
cither my Adverfity, or my Profperity, did depend.

Is not this a great fault to upbraid a Man with this, that
he 1sa good Man ? and that he is as much loyal, conftant,
and aflnr’d, againft all the Winds of fair Promifes, as by
God’s ?Grace he is againft all the Floods of cruel Threat-
nings

Hitherto (my Lords ) you have heard the Accufations, or
rather the Injuries, wicked Speeches and Slanders, which they
have gather’d together againft my Honour and Reputation.
It fhall belong to you (to whom only I think my felf bound,
by reafon of my Goods, of the ftate wherein they are, ani
efpscially of my Qaths) to judg thereof as it fhall pleafe you:
tor I do not refufe, if [ be found culpable, to receive Punifh-
ment ;3 but if it fall out, as I hope 1t willy that you judg
that I am accus’d by Tyrants and Slanderers, then I fhill
cfteem my mean, yet (norwithftanding) my moft loyal, and my

moft faithful Service, to have bzen very well imploy’d.

NOW then ( my Lords) upon thefe frail
The Sentence of and weak Foundations,” they comc to

the Profcription.  build the Sentence of their Profcription ; and

here they lay out all their Tragical Eloquence;
they thunler ; they lighten ; they ftorm and rage; they do as
the Corebe, or Furies do in Theatres; they dart out all exe-
crable Words, and fuch as have been kneaded in Cocyte, Styx,
and Acheron, againft this poor Captain. But this, Thanks be
to Goi, doth aftonith me, as much as the Thunderings and
Lightnings of Popz Clement, thrown out of the Mount Tarpeius,
againft my Predeceffor, my Lord Prince Philebert, did aftonith
him ; who ceas'd not for all that to make him his Priloner.
For, after that I have look’d round about me, I ind that they
are but Winds of Words and Noifis, to make Children afraid,
rather than a Man, who thorow God’s goodnafs hath not loft
his Courage; for the roarings of all their Canons, nor for
their fouricore thoufand Soltfiers, who were always at the
Duke cf Alvs his Command j nor yet for (o many Armics DY
Sea; nor yet for fo many Treafons of the faid Duke, or ol

his Succeffor agiinft m=; nor for the Treafons of the Dutcheh
vl



of Parma, who was before them: and yet notwithftanding, this
yas indeed a more fearful thing, than a vain Noife of fudka
great Thunder, which fo quickly vanifh’d away, and hurt no
Man. And it 1s fufficient for me fhortly to fay before you
(my Lords) and before all Europe, that every Spaniard, or every
one that favoureth the Spaniards, of what quality or condition
foever he be (I refpeét not now any man’s Perfon) who hath
aid, or fhall fay, (as this infamous Pro-

fcription hath publifth’d it ) that Iam a Trai- The Anfwer of the
tr, and a wicked Man 3 that he {peaketh fallly, Lord Prince,tothe
and agdinft the Truth. In the mean while, Sentence of Pro-
let them forbid me as long as they will both  feription.

Fire and Water, I, together with my Friends,

will not leave off for all that, even in defpite of their Rage,
to live as long as it fhall pleafe God to give us Grace: Yor
God only hath in his power, my Life and my Death, and hath
number’d all the hairs of my Head ; whofe great Favour and
Affiftance I have felt, even until this prefent time, and I hope
that he will preferve me even unto the end. As concerning
the Goods which I poflefs, which alfo he giveth away (for
hitherto he hath been fo good a Husband, that he will give
nothing of that which he hath violently taken from me) I hope
(God aiding me) that it fhall coft them f{o dear to have them,
that they may get others elfewhere far better cheap. As con-
cerning my other Goods, which he keepeth from me, I hope
that God will give me grage, as well to difpofiefs them there-
of wholly, as I have already done of a good part; and that
they have never violently taken Goods from any poor Prince
(albeit that they have {poil’d fundry thereof) which fhall lie
and weigh more heavy upon them.

He promifeth five and twenty thoufund Crowns, either in Lands,
irin ready Noney, to him that fhall yield me up into his cruel hands,
dead or alive, or to him which (hall take my life from me. But al-
beit, there hath heretofore no publication been made of fuch
amatter, until this prefent tume ¢ thinketh he that 1L am igno-
lant, how oftentimes he and his have bargain’d with Murder-
¢rs and Poyfoners, to.take away my Lite fromme? And if
God have fhew’d me f{uch grace, as to make me able to pre-
ferve my felf, even then when I was not advertis’d of any
lich danger ; I hope that he will not thew me lefs favour at
this time, wherein I am admonifh’d, but rather, that as I have
great occafion to look unto my felf, o he will ftir up (undry
good and vertuous People, who fhall watch for my affurance
and fafety. But albeit, that I know not in the World any

impudence fo thamelefs, which may be comlpnr’d with the lin-
i

pudence of the Spamiards - notwithftanding, ljcannot futhciently
M m marvel,
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marvel, that. they have been {o {hamelefs, as to dare to publifh,
before all Eurgpe, not -only that they fet a Price upon a frank
and free Captain, who (thanks be to God for it ) did as yet
never fear themj but alfo, that they annex thereunto fuch
Recompences and Rewards, yea, and thofe fo. barbarous, and
fo eftrang’d from all Rule of Honefty and Humanity, as the
like hath not been heard of: That is to fay, in the firft place,
that they will make him Noble, if he were not woble befare, who {hall da
fo Gentleman-like, or fo noble an aéf. But, 1 befeech you, fuppofe
that he which fhould execute fo wicked an aft, (‘which thing
I hope God will never fufter) were of a noble Race and Stock;
think you, that there is any Gentleman in the World, 1 mean
amongft the Nations which know what Nobility 1s, who would
fo much as eat with fo wicked, ungodly, and mifchievous a
- Man, who for Money fhould kill another Man, yea, tho he
}vered t)he leaft, and the moft abjett perfon that- couid be
ound :
- Now, if the Spaniards account fuch people for Noblemen
and if this be the way to come to Honour in Caflile and Spain,
I will no more wonder at that which all the World believeth;
to wit, that the greateft part-of the Spamiards, and efpecially
thofe that count themfelves Noblemen, are of the Blood of
the AMMoors and Fews, who alfo keep this vertue of their Ance-!
ftors, who fold for Ready-money, down told, the Life of our
Saviour ; which thing alfo maketh me to take patiently this
injury laid upon me. In the fecond place, they pardon him every)
offence and fault, how grievowns foever it might be. But what if b
had pulld up the Chriftian Religion out of one of his King
doms ¢ what if he had ravifh’d his Daughter ? what if he
f‘{)okcn evil of the Inquifition, which is the greateft Crim
that can be in Spain? fhould he be pardon’d? But, feein
mine Enemy meant fo far to forget himfelf, that he would at
tempt to take away my Goods, .my Life, and mine Honour
and that he might have more Witnefles of his Injuftice an
Follies, to publifh it fo throughout the World, and that 1n |
many Languages, I could not very well defire, in refpett o
moft great atﬁrantage unto my felf, that he fhould havee
rich’d and adorn’d this his Profcription with any other Or
naments than thefe very fame to wit, that fer killing of me
he thould make noble, not only Villains and infamous Per
fons, but alfo the moft wicked, and the moft execrable Peop
of the whole Earth; and to give fuch a great, yea fo honou
able a Reward, to fo notable a Vertue. For what could:
found out more fit, to juftify my Righteoufnefs and Innocenc
-than to go about to root me out by {uch means ?. and then tht
-t carry a Mind by Tvranny, Impoifonings, forgiving of 2
Vo
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vous Crimes, making of wicked Men noble, and fuch like, to
opprefs the Detender of the Liberty of a People that is cruelly
and tyrannoufly vex’d.

- I doubt not (my Lords) but that God, who is juft, hath
taken from him and his all Underftanding ; and that he hath
fuffer’d him to declare and fet out to ail the World matter
enough, whereby they may know his poyfonful Heart againft
thus a‘ountry, and againft our Liberty, in as much as he ma-
keth no account of any aét, how wicked and deteftable foever
it may be, in refpeét of the Death of him, who hitherto hath
fo faithfully ferv’d you. And further, he is not atham’d to
qingle with fuch Sacrileges as thefe are, the Name of God,
clling himfelf bis Minifler or Officer. Hath the Officer then
this Power, not only to permit that which God hath forbid-
den; butalfo to reward it with Money, or Money-worth, with
Nobility, and the forgivenefs of Offences? And what Offen-
ces or Crimes I pray you ? Verily of all Crimes, how grievous
foever they can be. But I doubt not, but that God, through
his moft juft Judgment, will caufe to come down the juft Ven-
geance of his Wrath upon the Captain and Head of fuch Mi-
nifters and Officers 3 and that on the other fide, he will of his
‘great Goodnefs maintain mine Innocency and mine Honour
{0 long as I live, and amongft my Pofterity after me. And as
concernng my Goods and my Life, it is a long time {ince that
[ dedicated them to his Service 3 and I know that he will do
therewith whatfoever he fhall {ee to be good, for his own Glo-
1y, and for my Salvation.

And becaufe (my Lords) he proceedeth alfo to bring the
‘Drops of this infamous Profcription upon your Heads; f{o far
off is it, that you fhall be mov’d therewith, that ye fhould ra-
ther think, that herein the Spaniard and his Adherents follow
the natural difpofition of Women, who, after that they have
‘wept, fcratch’d and bitten, do for their laft Remedy and Re-
fuge, come to Injuries and Revilings : and even f{o doth your
Enemy now yield out his laft Barkings ; and if we give them
proof of our Conftancy, Refolution and Courage, behold they
are at the laft of their miferable and wretched Enterprizes,
Yor Sylla, Carbe, Marims, Antonins, and fuch other Tyrants, the
frft Pathers of thefe abominable Profcriptions, never gave
Example to the Spaniards, to commit fuch Folly and Beaftli-
nefs 5 albert, that they have trac’d out before them that Ex-
ample of Cruelty and Barbaroufne(s, which thefe miferable
Wretches have accomplifh’d and parform’d: But they pro-
ferib’d fuch only as were Fugitives, driven away, hidden in
fecret, and that within the Countries over which they had
Power and Authority. And thefe Men are like unto them in
| Mm2 this,

|




n

532 The Apology of the Prince of Orange.

this, that is to fay, in Cruelty, becanfe they profcribe good,
vertuous, and henourable Perfonages ¢ but yet in this point
they fhew themfelves fottifh and foolifh, that they profcribe
him, whom they fhould fight againtt witll an armed Power.
For to fend a Poifoner, as the Dutchefs of Parma fent one;
or to {end a Murderer, as her Son, the general Heir of the
Vertues of his Ancefters, did : this is not the Effeét of a Pro-
{cription, but of Bribery, and Thievery rather.

Behold, my Lords, not what I am able ‘to fay, againft this
¢eyrannous Profcription, but what I have thought meet for
this time: fpeaking unto you, who have the knowledg of fun.
dry things that I omit, becaufe they are known unto yon,
-and becaufe alfo that if I would attempt to {peak of the par-
ticular Enterprifes of the King, and of his chief Officers, I
fhould affay to do that, which no Orator 1s {uthciently able
worthily to defcribe 3 yea, that which no good Man was ever
able to conceive : fo great is their Cruelty, Tyranny, and all
manner of unjuft Dealing, Notwithftanding 1 hope, that as
well by the matter contain’d in this Profcription (which is a
fufficient Teftimony of their over-bafe and abjeét Courage)
as by my Anfwer, you fhall fufliciently know, what are their
pernicious. Purpofes and miferable Attempts: and by this
Knowledg you thall alfo learn, what it is neceffary for you to
caft your eye upon, and diligently to underftand ; that i,
that they defpair that ever they fhall be able to vanquith
you by Force, and therefore they aflfay to {ow Divifion a-
mongft us, magnifying chiefly thofe, who have not only for:
{faken us againﬁ their Qath, but even have left us in peril;
lous Times, and namely whilft that one of our Towns wai
befieg’d . whereof they are not able to make any juft Com
plaint, nor alledg their accuftom’d .Pretext and Cloke; yea
(which alfo is the Heap of all Difloyalty and Unfaithfulnels
at the very fame time they come toaffault us in other Place
and Quarters. As for the Threats annex’d in this Profcri
tion, they tend to noother end but to aftonith you, to th
end you might feparate your felyes from. me 3 and plainlyt
declare, that they make war againft me, and not againftyo
even as the Wolf .would perfuade the Sheep, that he ha
not war with any but with the Dogs, which being once di
confited, he would eafily agree with the Flock of Sheep;
the Dogs were always the Authors of their Debate and Con
bating. .But, my Lords, tho I were abfent, tho I were d
parted into Germany, would they burn no more? Would th
~ {p1ll ng more Bloqci? Would they drown no more? W
the Liberty of the Country maintain’d by that gentlc
~mild Manthe Duke of A/va? Did they not then wxckcl_(]i

y
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put to death in Spain your own Ambafladors, my Lords of -
Bergues and of Aontigni ¢ Did they not at the fame time fet
befors your eyes, upon Spzars and Lances, the Heads of your
principal Captains and Governours ?° The other Point,
which they moft fet before them, is the Extirpation of Reli-
gion. I mind not here, my Lords, to enter into this Queftion,
which 13 the true Religion, wherein God 1s truly f{erv’d and
all’d upon, and that according to his Word ; but leave ic
rither to be declar’d by others, more exercis’d 1n that mat-
ér than I: and yet fo, that every one may know by my
Profeflion, what I believe concerning the fame. Buar this [
annot chufe but tell you, that fuch is the Eftate of your
Country, that without the Exercife and frec Ule of the faid
Religion, 1t cannot ftand threedays: You fee the nuniber of
them that profefs it marvelloufly increas’d; you fee that Ha-
tred againit the Pope 1s inrooted deeply in the Hearts of all
the Inhabitants of the Country, becaufe that his damunable
Prattices againft this whole Eftate are manifeftly difcover’d.
“Who is hethen that can boaft that he loveth the Country,
ad would give Counfel to drive away fucha great number of
People, which once departing, fhall leave the Country wafte,
poor, and miferable 5 and fhall people and inrich the ftrange
Nations about us? But fuppofe that they will not depart, or
wid the Country, whoi1s h=2 that can inforce them fo todo?
Let us look upon our Neighbours ; let us confider onr:own
Examples, and if ‘we be not utterly void of Wit and WUnder-.
finding, we 'will néver chufé:fuch pernicious and hurtful
Counfels, as fhall utterly, evenfrom top to toe, bring to ruin’
ind deftruttion this'Eftate. I will yet fay fomecwhat more
mto you, my- Lords, that albeit that amongft them which
olow the Roman Church, there are fundry good People, and
lovers of theéir Country ; and ‘that amongft 'them there are
fome alfo, which haye moft honourably acquitted and behav’'d
themfelvest yet rotwithftanding thofe of the Religion are
rery well affur’d of this, that thére thall never be tound any
imongft thém, who hath had Intelligencz, or made any
rattice witli the Enemy, but all of them generally have been
ontrary unto him.  Ani albeit that fome have heen found
mongfy them, who being like unto wanton and prond Chil-
tren, have brought, thro their Unhee linefs, fome trouble
nto the Houfe; yet for all that, they have pot had any
ttaling with the common Enemy. Sceing'then, my Lords,
hat you know their Purpotes and Attempts, there refteth no
ther thing but this, that you do in time provide tor them,
id labour what ye can to redrefs the fame.  Aund how {hall
s be perform™d 2 Forfooth by this means, thit ye perform
Mm 3 11
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in effeét that which ye have always in your mouth and that
which the Mark of your Sheaf of Arrows fignifieth, which
it hath pleas’d you to have graven in your Seal : that is to
fay, that no Member of this goodly Body refpeét that which
is his own, but regard the whole Body altogether; that fome
one part of the Body take ‘not unto it felf that Meat which
is prepar’d for the whole, hut that it fuffer the Stomach
(which 1s the Council that ye fhall ordain and appoint) to
concott and dig=ft the fame, and to fend it by the Veins to
all the Members of this Eftate 3 and (pzcially, that where.
foever any Difeafe or Sicknefs fhall appear, the Phyficians
fhould fpeedily be fent thither, and that the Patients fhould
quietly bzar for a time the Miferies upon them, that {o they
may feel at the length 2 joyful Deliverance from’ their Dif-
eafeand Evil, Shall not this be a juft Reproach upon wus and
ours for ever, if that, having fo glorious an Eftate under our
power, and fo goodly means for our Defence, we do, thro
a miferable Covetoufnefs and greedy Dzfire.to get unto our
felves {fome Commodities, and that with the prejudice and
hurt of our Country-men and Friends, whilft fome draw onpa
way, -and fome another; if wedo, I fay, find our felves, and
that in 2 moment, {nar’d and overwhelm’d by our deadly Ene-
mies ? Remember, my Lords, I pray you, the very great
diminifhing and weakning of this Eftate, which came to pafs
after the Death of Duke Charles, which fell upon us for no
other thing, but becaufe that while the Provinces bufied
themfelves, to contend and to fight againft one another
for certain pretended Privileges, and for certain Commodities,
the reft was abandon’d and forfaken. T hink not that it is in
my power (the Affairs and Matters being in fuch Condition’
as they are) any long time to refift the Enemy with fuch
fmall and'f{lender means, as you (my Lords) know that [
have had in my hand and pofleflion. But on the other fide,
if I have any Experience or Praltice of Government and
War ; if I know this Country, and the Means that the Ene-
my hath, tho that all the Armies and Powers, which they
threaten fhall come the next Year out of Spain and Itdly,
fhould come upon us and our Powers, they fhall do no more,
but much lefs rather, than the Duke of Alva did in Holland

and Zeland. And if it be in your power to take order for
this (as it is indeed) and yet notwithftanding ye do it not;
by what name fhall a man call this Fault, if it be committed
by you, my Lords, who are here affembled, and upon whon
all the good People of this Country ftay them(clves, efteeming
vou as their Fathers and- theiwr Protettors, who will alfo wil-

lingly embrace, as fome joyful News fent from Heaven, an%rl
g% |
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e0od, Order which you fhall decree and eftablilh? Where-
fore take pity of your felves 5 and if that which concerpeth
gour felves movye you not, yet take pity, I pray you, of fo
many poor People already deftroy’d, and more  like to be;
of fo many poor Widows and fatherlefs Children ; of fo many
Murders and Slaughters, -committed within the Bowels of
your own Country 5 of {0 many Churches deftroy’d; and of
fo many Paftors wandering up and down, together with their
poor Flocks. Set before you that cruel and barbarous: Execu-
tion committed at Nivelle, by the Count of Mansfeld. Which
things you may eafily avoid, and caft all the Evil and Mif-
chief of this War upon the Enemy, if only you remove Par-«
tialitys and Partakings, and with one Courage dnd Hearr, as
it were, employ together all the means that you have, with~
out fparing, I fay, not the bottom of your Pusfes, but that
which aboundeth.therein. - -

- And as concerning that which' particularly toucheth my
elf, you-fee {my Lords) that it is this Head that they feek
for, the which by fuch a Price, and fo greata Sum of Mony,
they have .vow’d and appointed to death; and fay, that fo
long; as I fhall be among you, the Wars fhall have no end.
Would to God, my Lotds, either that my perpetual Banifh-
ment, or elfe my very Death it felf, might bring unto you
a found and true Deliverance from.f{o many Mifchiefs and Ca-
lamities, as the Spaniards (whom I have feen fo many times
deliberate in Council, devife, and [peak of particularly, and
whom I know within and without) do devife againft you,
and prepare foryou. O how f{weet {hould this Bamifhment be
unto me? O how delightful fhould this Death be wnto me?
For wherefore is it, that I have given over, yea loft all my
Goods? Is it to enrich my felf? Wherefore have I loft
mine own Brethren, whom I lov’d more than mine own Life?
Is it that I might find fome other elfewhcre? Wherefore
have I {o long time left my Sona Prifoner ; my Son, I fav,
whom Iought fo much to defire, if ¥ be a Father? Is it bee
caufe you are able to give me another, or becaufe you are
able to reftore him to me again? Wherefore have I put my
Life {o oftentimes in danger 27 What other Recompence,
what other Reward, can I look for, of my long Travels,
which have come upon me for your Service fake, even fo far,
that they have brought upon me old Age, and the Ruin and
Lofs of all my Goo&, except it be to purchafe and to pro-
cure you Liberty, and that, it nced be, with the Price of
my Bloot? If you theretore, my Lords, do judg, cither
that my Abfence, or that my very Death 1t felf, may ferve
you, or ftand you in any ftead, behold I am ready to obey s

M1z 4 command
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Command me, yea fend me evén to the world’s end, and I
will obey you.” Behold my Head, over which-no Prince or
Monarch hath any power, fave you only; difpofe thereof, as
fhall make moft for your own Good, and for the Health and
Prefervation of -your Commonwealth. But i1f you judg, that
this mean Experience and fmall Diligence that is 1n me, and
which I have attain’d -by fo long 'and fo continual ‘Travel:
if you judg that the Remainder of my Goods, and that my
Life it felf, may as yet ferve you (as indeed I.do wholly
dedicate and confecrate the fame unto this Couatry) refolve
then upon the Points which 1 propound unto you and fet
before you. © And if you.think that I bear.any Love to the
Country, and that I have any Sufficiency in me to give Coun-
fel, believe that this is the only mean to affure, yea to deliver
our felves from .the Enemy. This being done, let us with
one Heart and Good Will go together, and let us together
embrace the Defence of this guod People, which demandeth
- nothing elfe but to have good Counfels laid open- before
them, nor defireth any thing.elfe but to follow the fame:
And this doing, if you yet continue towards me the Favour
which heretofore you have born me, I hope by.your Aid and
God’s Grace (which I have fo often héretotore felt, and that
in very perplexed and doubtful Matters) that ‘that which
fhall be refolv’d upon by you, fhall be for the Good and Pre-
fervation of your Selves, your Wives and Children, and all
Sacred and Holy T hings. * !

The
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} - The Prince of Orang€’s Letter to the Effares.
' Tomy Lords the Effates General.

il *77 O U have known, my Lords, by my Life paft, and ‘by
L my Behaviour, that I never minded to anfwer to any
Libels of ‘Defamation, which certain Slanderers had pubhifh’d
againft ‘me; infomuch as if the Quality and Greatnefs of
fl the Wrong, which hath been done againft me by the . Pro-
fcription'that the King of Spain hath- caus’d. to be publifh’d,
I had nat as yet preceeded fo far, efpecially had it not.been
§ that the Maintenance of mine Honour had requefted “the
§ ame -of me, as I have more largely laid out the fame in
§ my Defence, which I have prefented unto’ you. Since which
time, there is come into my hands a Letter very falfe .and
counterfeit by mine Enemy, which. they {ay they intercepted,
and I fent to my Lord the Duke of Anjou, or (as they-fay:
| to the Duke of Alanfon, whereof fome Perfonages among
them, and that of great Quality alfo, have . fent Copies, as
well to certain Towns of our fide, and amongft us, as to fun-
dry ftrange and foreign Princes.” This Letter, my Lords, is
(o fondly written (whether a Man regard the Stile thereof,
or will refpeét the matter therein contain’d, which by the
bare reading thereof fufhciently bewrayeth that there is not
init any fhew of Truth) that fuch an impudent Device de-
ferveth no Anfwer : -as-alfo, God be-prais’d, there is not found
a Man amongft us, which is any whit atall mov’'d therewith.
On the other fide, every Man hath known, that they had no
other meaning hereby, but by fuch Mifts and Smokes to
darken the Brightnefs, by which their miferable and per-
‘nicious Intent againft this Country hath been difcover’d by
the Letters of Cardinal Grandville and others, which you have
<commanded to be printed, after that you knew their Hands,
their Signs, and their Seals ; and withal thereby to take unto
themfelves an occafion and matter to caft up and {pew out
(according to the manncr of fhamelefs Women) {landerous
and wicked Speeches, full of lying, But (o far off is it, that
by this means they have (in refpeét of me) obtain’d that
which they pretended, that on the other fide they have done
me great pleafure, in publifhing fuch Follies; becaufe that

thereby they do nore and more juftify and verify m¥ De-
ences
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fence: fufficiently proving themfelves to be fhameles Lyars,
moft impudent Slanderers, and moft fond Falfifiers, which
ferveth more and more to juftify (as I have faid) mine Inne-
cency, and to give Approbation to all. my Adtions. For
feeing that all Men know, that this fhould be the beft News
that they could receive or hear of, that I would forfake the
Country, and leave it to them ; I offer’d them (my Lords)
and you under my Honour do promife them to accomplifh it,
if they be able to prove in your Prefence, that I have at
any time written, or commanded to be written, or feat fuch
a Latter, that prefently I will depart the Country, and with-
draw my felf from it, without ever fetting my felf againft
them: And I promife them, even upon a fimple or bare Re-
queft, to fend them fuch Paffports and Safe-conduéts, and
they alfo pen’d in fuch order, as either they can or will de-
mand. But yet this fhall be with this Condition, that if
they ‘will not accept this fo reafonable an Offer, all they
who have been the Authorsof fuch a Writing, or who have
publifh’d 1t, or who have fent it into the Towns amongft us,
or to foreign Princes and firange Countrys, fhall be held for
Lyars, Slanderers, and wicked Speakers, as indeed fuch

they are.

Given at Delft the 24th of January 1581,
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A Copy of the Letter which my Lord the Prince of
Orange fent unto the Kings and Potentates of
Chriftendom. |

S IR .

Doubg not, but that your Majefty hath been advertis’d of

a certain Profcription, which the King of Spain hath ap-
pointed to be publifh’d againﬁ:_ me, becaufe he hath caufed
the fame to be {pread abroad in all Languages, and hath fent
it alfo into divers quarters of Chriftendom., 1 and all my very
good Friends have thought, that I could not fufhiciently de-
fend mine Honour (which I am advis’d and purpos’d not to
hazard or indanger for any thing) but by fetting a juft De-
fence againft this unjuft Profcription. In regard whereof, I
have prefented unto my Lords, the Eftates of thefe Countries,
my Anfwer: which Anfwer alfo (for the maintenance of my
Honour and Reputation amongft the Princes and Potentates
of Exrpe, who 1n refpeét of their Preheminences and Digni-
ties are the Succours of poor Princes and diftreffied Nobie-
men) I have been bold to fend unto them, and to you, dir,
particularly ; moft humbly befeeching your Majefty, that after
you have feen it, you would yield like Judgment thereof, as
it hath pleas’d my Lords the Eftates, who have been moft
fithful Witnefles of all my Attions, todo, and to efteem and
judg thereof alfo (as it thll pleafe your Majefty to take know-
ledg of it) by their Advice and Counfel, ‘which alfo is AN~
nex’d to my faid Defence. And becanfe, Sir, your Majefty
may think it ftrange, that the King of Spain having hereto-
tore violently taken from me all my Goods, after that I had
put my Governments into the hands of the Dutchefs of Par-
ma, then the Governefs of this Eftate, and had withdrawn
my felf into the Country of_ Germany, the Place of my Nati-
vity, where I kept my felf peaceably among my Brethren,
Kinsfolks, and Friends, asallo I had fully purpos’d fo to con-
tinue ¢ and that having at the fame time convey’d or carry’d
way from the Schools my Son the Count of Bucren, and both
ontrary to the Privileges of the Country, and againft his
own Oath, caufing him to be carry’d Prifoner into S pain,
where he is as yet cruelly kept captive: and befides, having
procur’d me to be condemn’d to death, by the Duke of Airgz

his own Officer, Becaule, I fay, your Majefty may think it
ftrange,
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firange, that for all thefe Reafons (which were neverthelefs
very great and weighty) I have not hitherto publifhi’d any
Detence, which was directed to the faid King, or might d;-
retly concern him: which thing notwithftanding I do at this
prefent, and declare thereby, that the Faults wherewith the
King of Spain mindeth to ‘charge me, belong unto himfelf,
Y do therefore moft humbly befeech your Majefty, Sir, that
before you judg of this my Writing, you would confider the
Quality both of the Crimes and Faults, wherewith I am
charg’d by this Profcription, and alfo the Quality of mine
own Perfon. For if the King of Spain was content to with-
hold from memy Sonand my Goods, which he hath in his
poffeffion, and further to offer (as atthis prefent he doth) five
and twenty thoufand Crowns for my Head, and to promife
to make {uch noble as thould murder me, and to pardon them
all the Faults whatfoever that they could have committed -
before that time : no man fhould think it evil in me, that I
have attempted by all the means I could (as indeed hereto-
fore I have done) to preferve my felf and mine, and to ena-
ble my felf.what ¥ could, to enter again'into that which is
mine own; and that I have follow’d that Order and Courle
of Lite thatI have done. But further, the King of Spain
having all the world thorow publifh’d, that T am « public
Plague, an Enemy of the World, Unthankful, Unfaithful, a Traitor,
and a wicked Perfon 3 thefe are fuch Injuries, Sir, that no Gen.
tleman, no tho he were of the bafeft of the King.of Spain’s
natural Subjeéts, can or ought to endure : Infomuck, Sir, that
;20 I were onz of his fimple and abfolute Vaffals, who oweth
omage unto him by Honour, yet {o it 1s, that by fuch a
Sentence, and fo unjuft in all and every part thereof (Ialfo
having been by him fpoil'd of my Lands and Lordfhips, in
refpatt of which I fhould heretofore have takenan QOath unto
Iim) I might have held my felf abfolv’d and free from all
my Bonds towards him, and have aflay’d alfo (which thinﬁ
- ever Nature hath taught every one) by all the means 1 coul
to-maintain mine Honour, which ought to be to me and to
all Noblemsn more dear than Life and Goods. Notwith-
flanding, feeing it hath pleas’d God to fhew me this greut
Grace, thatI am born a free Lord, not holding of any other
but of the Empire, as do the Princes and other free Lords
of Germany and Italy: and further, {zeing that I bear the T
tle, and have the name of an abfolute and free Princey tho in-
deed my Princedom bec not very great: yea whatfoever it be,
I not being his natural Subjet, neither having held any thing
of him, but by reafon of my Signiories and Lordfhips, ot

which notwithftanding he hath wholly difpoflefs’d me ; ilti harhti
cemi
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(eem’d unto me, that I could not defend mine Honour, and
(atisfy or content my near Kinsfolks, fundry Princes (to whom
this is my Honour thatIam link’d) and my whole Pofterity,
put in anfwering, by publick Writing to this Accufation, .which
in the prefence of all Chriftendsm, is publith’d and fet out a-
gainft me. And tho I have mot been able to do it, without
touching his Honour, I hope notwithftanding (Sir) that your
Majefty will impute-it, rather to the Inforcement that the
Quality and Heinoufnefs of this Profcription hath laid upon
me, than to my Nature or Will. For as concerning this
point, that fome Men may think it fitrange, that I do after
this fort defend my felf, {eeing that I have fometimes hereto-
fore held of him fundry Lands and Lordfhips 3 for anfwer
thereto, I will moft humbly befeech your Majefty, to confider
the Heinoufnefs of the Injury that is dene me, which a right
Nobleman will never indeced abide: alfo that I am not his,
natural Subjett, and as concerning my Fees and Penfions, that
h- hath fpoil’d me of them. But fuppofe that I had always
enjoy’d them, yet fo it is, that the fame Law which he ufeth
towards others, fhould not be deny’d to me.
He holdeth of the French King in Loyalty and Inthe Letter
Homage, and even as the Vaffal doth of his fentto the
Lord, the County or Earldom of Charolois : French King,
and yet for all that he ceafeth not to make it is written,
war againft the Crown of France, yea he never He holdeth
leaverh off continually to praltife and devife of your Ma-
fomewhat againft the fame. He takeththis as jefty.
a fure Foundation or Rule, that being a Sove-
reign Governor in fome other place, 1t is lawful for him to
revenge himfelf of the wrong which he pretended was done
unto him by the late French King Henry of moft noble Memory.
When he made war againft the Pope Caraffa, becaufe as a
Vafial he held of him the Kingdoms of Sicily and Naples, he
publifh'd his Defence, by which he maintain’d that he was
abfolv’d from his Oath, becaufe that the Pope kept not him-
felf within the terms or points that the Lord oweth to bis
Vaflal, according to the fcodal Laws whichare mutual, and
refpeét as well the one as the other. Now, Sir, there is no-
thing fo natural or kindly, as that every one fhould in his
own caule, receive the very felf-fame Rule and Order, that
he would have another Man to receive or allow of.  Where-
fore he fhould not think it ftrange, that 1 being (o many ways
revil’d and injuc’d by him, and not being his Subjetl, that |,
I fay, do aid my felt with the means that God hath given
me, and with which he hath been willing to help himfelf
againft his Lords, who bave not offended bim in any thing
what-



842  The Prince of Orange’s Letter,
whatfoever, that draweth nigh to the Wrong which I haye
fuffer’d at his hand: yea, he (hould not think it firange, thag
I ufeagainft him that yeproachful Note, by which he affayetp
to mark as it were in the Forehead both meand my Race.

~ And becaule my Lords the Eftates (who have more nearly
known the truth of all that is contain’d in this my D-fence,
and have approv’d the fame) have yielded unto me fufficient
Teftimony :touching my Life paft; 1 do moft humbly alfo
befeech your Majefty (Sir) in approving this fame mine
Anfwer, to believe that I am not either a Traitor or wicked
Perfon, but that Iam (thanks be to God for it) a Nobleman,
of ‘2 very good and moft antient Houfe, yea a good Man, and
true in every thing that { promife; not unthankful, nor uz-
faithful, nor having committed any thing, whereby a Lord
©or Knight of my State and Countenance may receive any
Reproachor Shame ;: moft humbly befeeching you to hold and
account me in the number of your moft humble Servants. And
thus having moft humbly fubmitted my felf unto your Ma-
jefty, Iwill pray Ged, Sir, to give you, together with a perfett
i—elealth, a moft bleffed and moft long Life.

- - At Delft in Holland,

¥ebr, 4. 1531, -
Your Majefty’s moft Humble ;

and Obedient Servant,

William of NafJuu.

?
E'I
;
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A Narrative of the Proceedings of
a Great Council of Jews, affem-
bled in the Plain of Ageda in
Hungary, about thirty Leagues
from Buda, to examine tbe Scrip-
tures concerning Cbrift, on tbe
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Alfo & Relation of fome other Obfervations n
his Travels beyond the Seas. ‘
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To the READER.

Seas, and to know the various Manners of the Nations of the
World : for which, thro God’s Providence, I had am oppar-
Sunity offer’d me, to my great Satisfaltion, being Chirurgeon of an Eng-
ith Shipin the Straits, where, for a Cwre that I Jigd for Qrlando

4 ] ~ N ERE swas nothing I move defired than to travel beyond the

do



