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Men of a fober and chafte Life, and of eininent
Learning, when they think fome Erior or Frailty
of theirs hasmif-led others, have (to thew their
fincere Repentance) been willing (publickly) to
difcover their Abhorrence of them.

Thus Reader, you fee, by the publick Repes-
tance of thofe great Smners, the Earl of Marl-
borough, the Lord Rachefter, Sit Duncomb Col-
chefter, .and Sir Alen Broderick, that when Men

are truly converted, whofe Lives have beenopenly
fcandalous, they will 1ot only confefs their Ex-
travagance in their Life-time, but will have their
very Funeral Sermons ring aloud of thicir vile
Praltices ; for my Loxd Racbeﬂer (as T hinted
before) ¢ commanded Mr. Parfons, bis Chaplain,

¢ to preach abroad, and let all Men know what a
¢ lewd Sinner he bczd been. And Mr, Parfons
was faithful in obferving my Lord’s Requeft ;
for in his Preface to his Funeral Sermon he there
fays, ¢ If ever there were a Subjel? that might de-
¢ ferve and exhaust all the Treafures of Religious
¢ Eloquence, in the Defcription of fo greata Man,
¢ and fo-great a Sinner as now lies before us; to-
¢ gether with the Wonders of the Divine Goodnefs,
¢ in making bim as great a Penitent ;"I think the
¢ prefent Occafion affords one as remarkable as any
¢ Place or Age can produce : And’tis the good Ti-
¢ dings of that, efpecially what God bas done for
¢ his Soul, that I am now to publith, and tell
¢ abroad to the World, not only by the Obliga-
¢ tions of mine Office, in which I bad the Honour
¢ to be a weak Minifter to ity but by bzs owWn ex-

“ prefs and dying Commands.

Now let us perufe the Sermon preach’d at the
D—"’s Funeral, to {ee if he follows the Exam-
ple of this great Penitent, ¢ to command bis Chap-
“ lain to preach abroad, and let all Men know what
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¢ g lewd Sinner be bad beén 5 to fee 1f Dr, K—
¢ condemns bis ADULTERIES, 415 kecping of
< Mifles, and other Lewdnefs, with the fame
‘. Courage and Bluntnefs Mr. Parfons defcribes
the debauch’d Life of the Lord Rochefter, or as
thofe great Penitents, Mailborough, Colchefter,
and Broderick expole theirs. No, he does not;
for T have read his Sermon over and over, and
find Dr. K— is fo far from telling his Hearers
what a great Libertine the D— had been, that
he expofes all the Blots and Whoredoms of his
“whole Life, in no harfher Manner than faying,
< He efcaped the Taint of Mr. Hobb’s Scheme,
< tending to eftablifb unlimited Power. Ob(adds
¢ the Doltor) if he bad been as bappily preferv’d
¢ from all others! meaning I {uppofe his many
Adulteries, tho® he does not call em by that
Name ; (as if bis being a D— had chang’d the
Nature of Whoredom, or leffer’d the Sin) whereas
by the Doltor’s Leave, when our Nob/es and
Gentry make ufe of their Power and Riches to
be more vicious than others, and give bad in-
ftead of good Examples, they are (as I hinted
in my Preface to thefe Sheets) ¢ as much more
¢ guilly than others as they are bigher than they.
Mr. Parfons thought fo; and therefore in his
Sermon at the Lord Rochefter’s Funeral, tells his
Hearers, ¢ No Man will charge bim with Flat-
¢ tery, in defcribing the Birth and Quality of that
¢ great Man, fince ({ays he) I inteind only to fhew
¢ the Greatnefs and Unbappinefs of bis Folly, in
“ the perverting fo many excellent Abilities and
“ Advantages for Virtue and Piety 1n the Service
“ of Sin, and [o becoming a more univerfal, in-
¢ finuating, and prevailing Example of 1t And
even Marlborough, Colchefter, and Broderick, were
as much for aggravating their Sins from the Con-

fideration



o tas)
fideration of their Birth and Quality, 4s eithep
Mr. Parfans or the Lord Rochefier; and for that
Reafon they call themiclves the greatcft of Sinners;
and think they are lewder and viler than meaper
Men, who (tho® they {inn’d in as daring 2 Man-
ner) han’t been trufted with {o many Talents ag
they have. L ,
 But let’s return to the Doflor’s Sermon, and
fee how he treats the Noble D— as to thofe
Sins which are fo greatly aggravated by being
committed by a Man of his High Birth, &c. bug
the further we look into this Matter, we fhall
find the Dottor fill more for concealing than
agoravating the D—’s ApvULTERIESS for in
9, 15, he has this Exprefliony ¢ Woen my Lovd
¢ Re— beg’d the D= to apply bimfelf more to a
¢ Religious and Virtuous Courfe of Life, &c. *Tis
¢ hop’d, (fays the Dottor) this made an Impref-
< fion; for it was receiv’d with a Flood of Tears,
&c. But as that Impreffior did not make him dif-
mifs thofe Strampets be kept. in Pay, Dr. Ke——
here fhow’d have told his Hearers, that the Jm-
preffon the Lord R—— Requeff made on the
D—2s Mind was but an Aggravation of his many
ApuLTERIES; as he continu’d in them after
fuch pious and fair Warning, ’till he came to his
Death-Bed; but nota Word of that Aggravation
in all Dr. K~—"s Sermon. No, the Doltor was
{o far from expofing the D-+—'5s ADULTERIES,
that in p. 16. he feems to infinuate as if he had
faid too much of his Whoredom; (tho’ I can’t
find he had faid a Word) and therefore tells us;.
< We are not to follow him through all bis Steps of
¢ Life. The Doétor knew if we had, we muft
have follow’d him through a very unclean Road; *
and'he was not willing we fhaw’d view him there;
and therefore to throw a 7eil over all his Apuv-
TERIES,
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TERIES, in cne Sentence Dr. A— adds, ¢ Lef
S us ratber pefs cit 1o bis loft Sickicfs and Death :
And here he tellsus, (which 1 fear will too much
encourage others to defer thewr Repentance to a
Death-Bed) ¢« Ile fecin’d at [o)i, to bave obiaii’d
< bis Dsfire of being in Peace <xith God, and that
< be fell aflzcp nat iceily like en Antient Roman,
 but rather like a good Chriftian.

What foft and fine Language 1s here to de-
fcribe the ApurTerous LiFE and (feeming)
penitent Death of a Neble Whore-mafter, who
- perhaps had debauch’d more Women than any
five Keepers of Quality befides, and he iv’d In
that Practice *till he came to die; for his Chap-
lain owns, that *t<vas in Fis Sickiefs and on bis
Death-Bed, that it pleafed God to touch bis Heart
with a Coal from his Altar, and melt bim into a
truly Chriftian Confideration of his State, &c.
Now (pray obferve 1t) does Mr. Parfons treat
the great Lord Rochefier in this manner? No,
he honeftly and plainly tells his Hearers*, ¢ [
¢ fhall content myfelf with the Office cf ¢ plain Hi-
¢ floriany torelate faithfuliy and tinpaitially what
¢ I faw and heard, &c. —— And then he pro-
ceeds to tell his Hearers, ¢ His Sins were like
¢ bis Parts, (for from them corrupted they [prang)
¢ all of them bigh and extraordinary. He feen’d
¢ to offeit fomething Singular and Paradoxical in
¢ bis Impieties, as<well es in bis Writings, above
¢ the Reach and Thought of other Men, taking as
¢ much Pains 1o draw others iny, and to pervert
< the risht Ways of Virtuz, as the Apoftles and
¢ Primitive Saints, to [ave thesr own Souls, and
< them that beard them.  Fer, thiswas the height-
< ning and ainazing Circumfiance of bis Sins, that

H ¢ he

* In the Sermon preach’d at the Earl of Rocheffor's Funeral,
p 38,9
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© be was fo diligent and induftrions 1o recoimeid
“and propagate thew s not like thofe of Old that
bated the Light, Jut thefe the Propbet suentions,
o, 111, 9. Who declare their Sin at Sodoin, and
¢ bide it not, &c. Framing Arguments for Sin,
“ making Profelytes to if, end writing Pancgy-
© vicksupon Vice, finginig Preifes tothe great Ene-
myof God, and caffing dowsn Coronels and Crowis
before bis Throne.  Nay, [o confirried was be in
© Sin, that be Lvd, and ofientimes alinofft died a
¢ Meartyr for it, &c’

Now had Dr. K—— that preach’d at the D—"s
Funeral, his Chaplain, that afterwards preach’d
a Sermon upon the Occafion of the D—-’s Death)
treated the lewwd cid adulterous Life of the D—
in this plain and impartial manner; they had
done no more than we all expected, or than
was abfolutely neceflary to have convinc’d the
World of the D—s Penitence: But Dr. K
and his Chaplain, inftead of telling their Hear-
ers what o great Adulterer the D--- had been,
talk fine things of his great Accomplifhments,
but fearce once mention the Word Adultery 1n
either of therr two Sermons. No, inftead of
declaring fuch bold Truths as thefe, they only
tell their Hearers, ¢ The D--- was a Man within
¢ th: Reach of Frailiy, (and pray who is not ?)
‘ that bis Life bed a Mixture of Alloy : Nay, 1
think, the Chaplain dares venture {o far as to fay
bis Life bad a Mixture of Irresularity. But is
not the fame thing true cf the beft Man? But
to make Amends for thefe (as they fear) harth
Expreflions, Dr. K--- tells us, ¢the D--- feem’d
“ at laft to bave obtain’d bis Defire of being in Peace
¢ with God, and that be fell aflecp not meerly like
 an Auctent Romon, but rather lite o good Chri-
¢ ftian. And the Chaplain is not behind him in
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4 Dying Flonyiio s lor he tells us, © ihat bis Eud
“ qoas fo ﬁ’jl.-'s‘;, [7 reiitentialy fo placid aind Saini-
< Jike, tha! Le bad bis Senfes in Chiiffiain Cois-
< trition to the I it and clofed bis Life like a fub-

¢ miffive Laiib.
And thus we fee (what an ligenious Gentle-

gan lately obferv’d *.)

That Mighty Man that rides in State,
Puff’d up with Wealth and Title,

Although bis Sins are né’er fo great,
The Scandal is but little.

* His publick Grandeur puts a Glofs
Upon bis Crimes and foes,
And tho’ his Sins are ne'er fo grofs,
They never want Difguifes.

What the be Gam®p, and Mifles kept,
Wallowd in Fornications ?

His Chaplain foon can wafh bim clean
With Funeral Orations.

Befigning Priefts, and bhumble Slaves,
For Riches only prize Men,

And be that wins but Fools and Knaves

- Need never fear the wife Men.

Now when {fuch great and aged Whoremafters
as thefe die, and the Man in Black ftrews their
Hearfe with fo many Gay Flowers that their
moft notorious Vices are fcarce feen through
them, but are rather conceal’d, this hardens

- the Hearers, (but more efpecially the Men of dif-
Imgug/]o’d Se;zﬁ" and Fudgment) and 15 fuch an
H 2 Abnfe

* In his Book entituled, The maders Wor 14 difrob’d ; or bata
Sexts ﬂr:p‘d of their pr ffﬁrzded Virtue,
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Abufe of Funeral Sermons, that no Minifter of the
Gofpel fhould ever prattice ; for, as Mr, Stubbs
well oblerves, ¢ The Detriment hereby accruing
¢ to our moft holy Profclfion is [candoloufly noto-
¢ rigus s as Firfty, an Atheiff or Deift, bearing
¢ the Man in the Pulpit canonizing a known De-
¢ bauchee for a Saint, dubbing a Rebel a Mariyr,
¢ extolling e grand Hypocrite as a Penitent of
¢ Note, &c. is confirm’d in bis Obftinacy, damns
¢ all Religion as Craft and Cheat, and Priefts of
¢ all Perfuafions, for a mercenary Tribe.-----

In 2 Word, as the D---"s Adulteries were {o
many, notortous, and fo expenfive, (and prac-
tis’d fo much againft Light and Knowledge, as
he was a Man of diffinguifh’d Senfe and Fudy-
ment,) the Doctor had been excufable had he
been very fatyrical on his Mifs-keeping.

I don’t love Jefting with Sacred Things ; but
doubtlefs *twas Dr. K---’s telling his Hearers,
that ¢ A late Repentance rarely happens but in
< Men of diffinguif’d Senfe and Fudgment, &c.’
that gave occafion to Mr. L--- to publifh a, Paper
he calls— A Anfwer to Clemens Alexandrinus’s
Sermon upon’ Quis Dives Silvetur 2 What Rich
Man can ve [a’d ¢ Proving it cafy for a Camel
10 go through the Eye of a Needle.— This 1s the
Title of L---->s Paper 5 wherein he banters Dr.
K---’s Charity far the Souls of fuch asare Rich
and Noble, (Men of diftinguifi’d Senfe and Fudg-
ment ) 1n thefe Words,

« Fuelt, I fhall fhew (lays L---) How a good
¢ Rich Man may be ncver the worfe for living
“ Odly. Secondly, I fball explain the Ufe of my
¢ Plank and Door in all Cafes of defperate Ex-
© Iremities,

¢ As to the Firft Point: A good Rich Man
“ may allow bimf:If to climb up any Hill wz’t};gin

| ¢ D
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< his Reach s to ride uponn a Feather-Bed in &
¢ Coach sy 1o bate any Thoughts or Dijconrfe of
< Deathy tomake bimfelf a warin Coni the Wiinter
¢ before be diess and if he then falls 70 2 Pis,
¢ to catch hold of one of the Devil’s Cloven Fret,
¢ or of my Plank, whichunder the next Head,
¢ I fhall prove worth both of them.

¢ Some Philolophers have been glad 1o creep
S out of the World at any Hole; but T have (a
¢ Plank and Wicket) a new Door of Hope [ 7
¢ them 5 provided they be Men of Parts and Fi-
¢ gure, and will give me Crape enough to coi-
¢ fecrate their Memory with my Decorums, 1 have
¢ before infinuated, that a good Rich Witty
¢ Man may do any thing but be damn’d. But
¢ I{ee fome People pricking up their Ears there.,
¢ You Goodman Tawo-fhoes, and you Gammer
¢ Two-fhoes, and you Tom-Trap, and you Dick
¢ Froff, and you Goody Grrton, that have lain
¢ in the Straw ever {ince your Bed was taken a-
¢ way for Plunder in the Civil Wears, let me tell
“ ye, you are poor flupid Wretches 5 your duller
¢ Flame will be more eafily extingufb’d 3 you
 meaner Scrubs are generally given over to @
“ Reprobate Mind 3 your DBarley-Bread and
¢ Peafe-Pudding make you heavy and fupid,
“ and if you dow’t take care you will die as ftu-
¢ pidly as you liv’d. Therefore look to it, and
‘ begin to repent as {foon as you can ; the {oon-
‘ er the better for you, who are poor People.

¢ But Heaven forbid that I {hould preach this
¢ Doltrine to you Mr. Alderman OCC4S I,

¢ or to you Mr. O N A LL the Recorder, to
¢ you the Worfhipful Mr. Jultice Conform, or
¢ to you my honoured Patronefs, Lady Mity ;
¢ you are Gentlefolks all, you are Perfons of
¢ the greateft Wit, Wealth, and Abulity, in this

¢ rich
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¢ rich and ingentous Corporation, whom I am
¢ olad to fee at Church now and ther, as your
¢ Leifure will permit you. 1 befeech you not
¢ to furmife, that I mecan the lealt Part of this
¢ to, your Honours; all that I mean is this,
¢ Ordinary Abilities may be alicpether funk by a
< Jong wicious Gourfe of Life: But 1t 1s an un-
¢ doubted Maxim, That Perfons of diftinguifb*d
¢ Fudgment, by their novle and brighter Parts,
¢ bave ain Advantage of underflanding the Worth
¢ of their Souls before they refign it : There-
< fore, Gentlefolks, I have referv’d for you
< an Expedient, calls 4 Death-Bed Repentance,
<. After you have made Shipwrack of a good
¢« Confcience, 1 haye a Plank for you, upon .
¢ which One or Two (1 believe I can make
¢ Room for you Four Gentry} may efcape. But
¢ do you hear, you meaner finful Wietches, that
¢ don’t fit upon Cufbions, and are not afleep,
¢ and have no Vote 1n the Veftry, it will be
< [ittle Comfort tor you in this Storm, to expei.
¢ the like Deliverance, Confider what has been
¢ faid, and you will not haftily repent of. that
¢ you have heard. B |
Thus far Mr. L—"s Aufwer (as he calls it)
#0 Clemens Alexandrinus’s Scrmop 3 and how
far Dr. K--->s Charity for Men of diftinguif’d
Senfe and Fudgment (that live in Adultery in
Hopes to repent on a Death-Bed) has given Oc-
cafion for thefe Banters, is left to the World
(or rather to himfelf) to confider. |
If Men of difiinguif’d Senfe and Fudgmens
fhou’d here fay, If (contrary to Dr. K---’s Af-
{ertion) the meaner finful Wretches are more like-
. ly to repent on a Death-Bed than we that are
Men of Parts and Learning, pray tell us in what
particular Sins againft Light and Knowledge arg
more
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more agoraveted than thofe cominitted by Men of |
ordinary Abilitics, when they mecrly fiin out of
lgnorance,. that we who bove 10’4 11 Aluliery
many Years, wav (by kiowing botd cwr S has
been aggrovared) dreed the Iiving eny longer ;Jz
ity for fear owi Coxfcieices froitd be o fem d
that we mever repent (as we bope be did) ou our
Death-Bed,

To this T anfwer, All Whoremafters of Qua-
Wty (tkat are Mei of Parts and Learuing ) will
do well to confider, that all Sins committed a-
- gainit Knowledge are more aggrnvated than
thofe committed out of meer ignorance ; and
theretore St. Paz! iuculcates ibis of finning o-
gaiuft Knowledge as the greateft 5 for bringing
in a long and particular Indiétment of many
Sins, Idolatry, winatural Uiclecuinels, and all
Kind of Unrighteoufnefs, he doth both in the
Beginning and End of the Bill, bring in this
- Aggravation, that they finied againft Knowledge
in all thefe. ~ So that "tis clear from hence, that
to /in againft Knowledge, either \n omitting good
Duties which we know we ought to perform,
or committing of Sins we know we ought not
to do, 1s the higheft Aggravaiion of Sinfulnefs.
Now, when I {fay it 1s an Aggravation to thefe
Sins, my Meaning s this : That take any Sin
thou thinkeft moft grofs, and view it barely
in the A& of it, pur the A& nakedly in the
one Scale, (b¢ it the Sin of Adultery or Drun-
kennefs, &c.) and then put this Circumftance,
which was added to it, 1n the other Scale, that
before and when thou didit 1t 1hou kneweft 11 to
be a Siny this alone weigns as much, yea more
than the Sin it felf doth: So that Men that
live in Adultery many Years, and know it to be
a Sin, (as was the Cafe of the D--- and other

Perfons
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Perfons of Quality that keep Miffes) have their
Whoredoms greatly aggravated, and ( confe-
quently) fin at a more defperate Rate than Mer
of ordinary Abilities do, when they meerly fin
out of Ignorance.

To conclude, (with 2 Word of Advice to
you that are nferior Perfons;) Poor Creatures !
let not your Meannels difcourage you, feeing
of fuch as you is the Kingdom of Heaven; but
remember, you (as well as the Men of Quality)
have @ Time of Health in which you fhould pro-
vide for Eternity; and for that Reafon I have
been thus large inarguing the Hazard of a Death-
Bed Repentance from the late Remorfe of the
D--- of D—--- that fo all Perfons whatever
(but more efpecially the Men of Quality and
Parts) may not be.fo far mif-led by Dr. K---’s
Sermon as to défer Beir Repentance to a Death-
Bed,;in Hopes their diftinguift’d Senfe and Fudg-
ment, &c. will then awake them out of their
Dream of Sin, to a fincere and hearty Repen-
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